


~£1) 


o 
tol - 


oth 


pa: 
ing 
‘Tit- 
met 

th 

{4 
led, 
yee! 


re 


SAU RE DO SD RE + 


FO ee aad 





ag 


PANOPLIST, 


MISSIONARY MAGAZINE, 














JUNE, 1814. 


—— == 
~~ Vow. X. 














R: LIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplist. 
ON THE SABBATH. NO. II. 
The Institution of the Sabbath. 


Tuat the Sabbath was originally 
appointed by divine authority, is 
not, I believe, questioned by any, 
who profess to regard the Scrip- 
tures as a revelation from heav- 
en. It cannot, therefore, be 
necessary to spend a moment in 
proving so clear a point. Happy 
would it be, if the same just coin- 
cidence of opinion existed re- 
specting every material ques- 
tion, connected with this impor- 
tant subject. That this however 
is very fat from being the Case, 
will be sufficiently obvious, in the 
progress of these numbers. 

It being granted by all parties, 
that the Sabbath was originally a 
divine institution, the first ques- 
tion that presents itself, in the 
plan which I propose to pursue, 
is;—.it what time, and on what 
occasion, wae the Sabbath insti- 
tuted? 

This question, as it appears to 
me, is unequivocally answered, 
in the second cnapter of Genesis, 
at the beginning. Thus the heav- 
ens and the earth were finished, 
and ull the host of them. And on 
the seventh day, God ended his 


work which he had made, and he 
Vou. X, 


rested on the seventh day from all 
his work which he had made. And 
God blessed the seventh day, and 
sanctified it, because that init he 
had rested from all his work, 
which God created and made, 
Here is nothing ambiguous, 
either in the words themselves, 
orin their connexion with the 
preceding narrative. The plain 
and obvious account is, that as 
soon as God had finished the 
great work of creation, he not 
only rested from it himself, but 
appointed the very next, or sev- 
enth, day to be observed by our 
first parents, asa day of holy rest, 
in commemoration of the grand 
event. Whatever reasons any 
persons may think they see for 
ascribing a much later date to 
this sacred institution, they will 
not surely say, that any of these 
reasons were first suggested to 
their minds by the perusal of the 
passage before us. Even they 
must concede as much as this, 
that the passage seems, at first 
view, to favor the constriction 
which I have given it. But it 
has been contended, that this 
cannot be the true construction, 
beceuse neither the observance, 
nor the existence, of a Sabbath, is 
once mentioned by the sacred his- 
torian, from the second chapter of 
Genesis, to the sixteenth of Exo- 
dus, including a period of about 
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2500 years. Many very pious men, 
it is added, certainly lived within 
that long period, who would have 
solemnly observed the sacred 
weekly rest, if it had been ap- 
pointed, which observance must 
have been somewhere recorded 
by Moses. 

‘This argument has some de- 
gree of plausibility, I admit, but 
nothing more. Itis true, we are 
no where expressly told, that 
holy men before the flood, or 
that the post-diluvian patriarchs 
observed a weekly Sabbath. That 
they did, however, seems highly 
probable, independently of other 
considerations, from the division 
of time into weeks, which obvi- 
ously took place, long before the 
giving of the law to Israel. Such 
a division is pretty clearly hinted 
at, more than once, in the eighth 
chapter of Genesis. After send- 
ing out the dove the first time, 
Noah waited seven days, and 
then sent her forth a second 
time, and, at the end of just 
seven days more, he sent her 
forth a third time. This regard 
to the number seven might, I 
grant, possibly have been acci- 
dental; or Noah might have had 
reasons for it, of which we know 
nothing;—-but when we view the 
subject, in connexion with the 
passage above quoted from the 
second chapter, it scems alto- 
gether more probable, that ev- 
ery seventh day was kept by the 
patriarch and his family as a Sab- 
bath; and this accounts for the 
division of time, by him and his 
posterity, into weeks. 

The same division Is again inci 
dentally mentioned, by the sacred 
writer, in the twenty-ninth chapter 
Genesis, Fulfil her week, said 
Laban to Jacob, and we will give 
thee this also, (i.e. Rachel,) for 


the service which thou shalt serve 
with me yet seven other years. 
And Jacob did so, and fulfilled 
her week. That the week here 
referred to consisted of seven 
days, must, I think, be obvious 
to every one, who will take the 
trouble of comparing this pas- 
sage with others, in both Testa- 
ments, where the same word oc- 
curs. And this furnishes pre- 
sumptive proof, of no inconsider- 
able weight, that one day of the 
sever, in each week, was known 
and kept as a Sabbath. But sup- 
posing that no allusion whatever 
to this sacred institution were to 
be found in the history of the 
patriarchs, it would not only be 
extremely illogical to infer, that 
they had no knowledge of it, 
since, in a history so very con- 
cise, millions of events must 
necessarily be passed over in 
silence; but the argument has 
this additional misfortune, that if 
it proves any thing it proves too 
much. It equally proves, that 
the Sabbath was entirely un- 
known and unobserved, from the 
days of Joshua to the reign of 
David, no mention being made 
of it, in the history of that period. 
If mere silence be taken for 
proof, in the former case, it must 
in the latter also. If, on the 
other hand, the highest degree 
of probability forbids the infer- 
ence, that the pious Judges of 
Israel paid no attention to God’s 
holy day, not withstanding their 
observance of it is not mention- 
ed, on what principle can it be 
inferred, that the Sabbath was 
not appointed till 2500 years 
after the creation, and-that it Is 
mentioned by Moses, in the sec- 
ond chapter of Genesis, not as 
having commenced in paradise, 
but in the wilderness? 
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Equally fatal to this favorite 
argument of Dr. Paley and oth- 
ers on the same side of the ques- 
tion, is the silence of the inspir- 
ed volume, respecting the ob- 
servance of the rite of circum- 
cision, from. a little after the 
death. of Moses to the days of 
Jeremiah; that important seal of 
the covenant not being so much 
as once mentioned, or even al- 
luded to, in the history cf that 
period, including more than 800 
years, Will it be maintained, 
can it be believed, that all the 
pious kings, together with the 
whole Jewish nation, for eight 
centuries paid no regard to a 
known command of God, requir- 
ing eyery male to be circumcis- 
ed? To be consistent with them- 
selves, all those must adopt this 
incredible supposition, who in- 
fer that mankind were left with- 
out a Sabbath, for more than 
twenty-five centuries, merely be- 
cause the observance of the Sab- 
bath is not particularly mention- 
ed, in the sacred history of that 
period. 

Upon the whole, then, it is 
cheerfully submitted to the can- 
did reader, whether the objection, 
which I have been considering, 
must not be given up; first, be- 
cause the institution seems to be 
frequently alluded to in the in- 
spired records of patriarchal 
times; and, secondly, because, 
if it were not thus alluded. to, 
the silence of those records could 
Not possibly prove any thing a- 
gainst the existence of the insti- 
tution. 

To proceed:—That the Sab- 
bath was instituted in Paradise, 
and not in the wilderness, 1 
ulfue, 

Hirst, from the words of the in- 
spired penman, already recited. 


Having told us what was done on 
the first and each succeeding 
day of the creation to the sixth 
and last, he proceeds in the same 
tense, and without giving the 
least intimation that what follows 
is spoken by way of anticipation, 
to record the important fact, that 
on the seventh day God rested 
from all his work, blessing and 
sanctifying the day, on account 
of his having thus rested. Now, 
if the divine example, in resting 
on the seventh day, was of any 
significancy to men; if it was 
designed for their imitation; then 
it became their cuty to rest one 
seventh part of the time,—and to 
obseive every seventh day as a 
Sabbath. And if God’s resting 
was a reason why they should 
rest, then his resting on the first 
seventh day, was a reason why 
that day should be their first 
Sabbath. 

Again; God blessed the seventh 
day and sanctified it. That is, 
he separated it from common 
secular employments and conse- 
crated it for a day of religious 
worship. This solemn conse- 
cralion most evidently took 
place, on the very day when 
God rested from all his werk, 
and not twenty-five hundred 
years afterwards, as sorre have 
labored to prove. If the Sub- 
bath was instituted to commem- 
orate the stupendous work of 
creation, what can be more ab- 
surd than the supposition, that 
this commemoration was defer- 
red, till the world was more than 
two thousand five hundred years 
old! The miraculous deliverance 
of Israel from Egypt, was com- 
memorated in the annual feast of 
the passover, from the time that 
the Lord brought them out. 
‘The independence cf these Ux; 
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ted States has been annually cel- 
ebrated, ever since they were 
declared independent. In like 
manner, are all those eras and 
events celebrated among man- 
kind, which are thought worthy 
of being kept in remembrance 
by stated festivals, or other 
demonstrations of rejoicing. 
The commemoration in each 
case, commences at, or near, the 
time of the event, which it is de- 
signed to perpetuate. How ex- 
tremely improbabie, that the ap- 
pointment of a day, to commem- 
orate the creation of the world, 
should form a solitary exception! 
But if it does not form an excep- 
tion, then the Sabbath was or- 
dained and sanctified from the 
beginning, which was the thing 
to be proved. 

I flatter myself, that on this 
ground! might safely rest the 
argument. Buta few brief re- 
marks, on the supposed antieipa- 


tion of the passage in the second 


chapter of Genesis, may serve 
still further to expose the weak- 
ness of the opposite side of the 
question. If the Sabbath was 
not instituted, till after Israel’s 
emancipation from Egyptian 
bondage, what oceasion had Mo- 
ses to say any thing about it, 
when writing the history of what 
took place between two and 
three thousand years before? 
Could the placing of events, 
(which were, on the scheme here 
opposed, so remote from each 
other,) side by side in the histo- 
ry, serve any other purpose, than 
to mislead and perplex the read- 
cr? It will not, surely, be pre- 
tended, that the mention of God’s 
blessing and sanctifying the sev- 
enth day could not have been de- 
ferred and inserted in its proper 
place. With what color of prob- 


of the Sabbath. Jus, 
ability can it be maintaine/. 
then, that in directing Moses 
what to write, the Spirit of God 
dictated an arrangement, in ‘his 
instance, so contrary to the ree- 
ular order of the sacred narra 

tive, and so much better calcule- 
ted to mislead, than to guide the 
biblical student into all truth? 

I shall only add, that on the 
same grounds, on which it is 
contended, that the Sabbath is 
first spoken of by anticipation, it 
might be argued, that the crea- 
tion of the world is spoken of 
in the same manner. If the in- 
spired writer teaches us, for ex- 
ample, that the sun and the moon 
were created on the fourth day; 
he is equally explicit in declar- 
ing to us, that on the seventh 
day God rested -from all his work, 
and blessed the seventh day and 
sanctified it. There being, 
therefore, no difference in the 
phraseology, we must suppose, 
that if the latter event is spoken 
of by way of anticipation, so is 
the former. In other words, if 
we suppose Moses to speak in 
the second ehapter of Genesis, 
not of what actuaily took place 
on the seventh day of the world, 
but of what was done after the 
lapse of thousands of years, then 
we must suppose him in the first 
chapter, to speak of the sun and 
moon, not as being created on 


the fourth day, but at some fu-: 


ture and distant period. The 
same must be supposed of what 
is said to have been done, on 
each of the six days, employed 
by God in the work of creation; 
and so we shall be constrained, 
out of regard to consistency, ta 
consider the sacred historian as 
representing the heavens and 
the earth as brought into exist- 
ence dy way of anticifigtion! 
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That the Sabbath was not giv- 
en to Israel in the wilderness, as 
a new institution, and, of course, 
that it was instituted in paradise, 
I argue, 

Secondly, from the address of 
Moses io his brethren on the 
subject. in the sixteenth chapter 
of Exodus, connected with what 
immediately precedes that ad- 
dress. The Lord had given the 
people manna for bread; a quan- 
tity of which, sufficient for one 
day’s consumption, they were 
directed to gather every morn- 
ing. This they did, till the sixth 
day. And it came to frass, that 
on the sixth day they gathered 
twice as much bread, two omers 
for one man: and all the rulers 
of the congregation came and 
told Moses. And he said unto 
them, This is that which the Lord 
hath said, To-morrow is the rest 
of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord: 
bake that which ye will bake to 
day, and seeth that ye will seeth, 
and that which remaineth over 
layup for you, to be kept until 
the morning. 

The first thing worthy of re- 
mark in this passage is, that 
without any order, or direction, 
so far as appears, the people 
gathered twice as much manna 
on the sixth day, as on either of 
the preceding. How shall we 
account for this, but by suppos- 
ing, that the Sabbath had been 
previously instituted, and that 
they had some idea, ut least, of 
the nature and design of the in- 
stitution. Why, on any other 
supposition, should they gather 
the food of two days in one; and 
why if they did, should they wait 
till the sixth day before they 
made this double provision for 
themselves and their families. 
Bat if they had any knowledge 


of the Sabbath, at that time, it is 
certain, that it was not then first 
ordained; and, of course, that 
when Moses told them, in the 
next verse, To-morrow is the 
rest of the holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord, he spoke of it, as an insti- 
tution already existing, and not 
as then for the first time made 
known to mankind. 

This supposition is not a little 
strengthened, by the language, 
in which the Jewish lawgiver 
addressed the congregation on 
the subject. This is that which 
the Lord hath said, Yo-morrow 
is,(not to-morrow shall be,) the 
rest of the holy Sabbath, ce. 
This is not the manner, in which 
a lawgiver would speak, in ap- 
pointing any new festival, or 
other commemorative observ- 
ance; but itis precisely as men 
naturally speak of existing insti- 
tutions. In strict propriety we 
say, that to-morrow zs the Sab- 
bath, although the day is yet fu- 
ture, because it is an old institu- 
tion; but if there never had been 
a Sabbath and to-morrow were 
to be consecrated on the first 
day of holy weekly rest the law- 

iver would not say it és, but it 
shall be, the Sabbath. ) 

Thirdly, Christ tells us tha 
the Sabbath was made for man. 
The obvious meaning of this is, 
that it was appointed for the use 
and benefit of the whole human 
family; and, if so, it must have 
been from the beginning. The 
Sabbath was made for man; for 
man in every age and under eve- 
ry dispensation. Concerning 
the proof which this text furn- 
ishes, of the perpetuity of the 
Sabbath, I shall have occasion to 
speak more particularly, in my 
next number. I would o*ty in- 
fer from it here, that if the Sab- 


ve er 


246 


bath was made for the -benefit of 
all men, it is unreasonable to 
suppose, that its institution was 
deferred till the time of Moses, 
or indeed, that it was deferred a 
single week, after the creation 
of our first parents. 

Fourthly, the testimony of a 
great many profane writers 
might be adduced, which could 
scarcely fail to lead the mind to 
the very same conciusion, at 
which I have aimed, in all my 
preceding observations. I shall 
not, however, detain the reader 
long with quotations, deeming 
it unnecessary. 

Josephus, the Jewish historian, 
affirms, “that there is no city, 
either of Greeks or barbarians, 
or any other nation, where the 
religion of the Sabbath is not 
known.” 

Philo says, “that the Sabbath 
is not a festival peculiar to any 
one people, er country; but is 
common to all the world: and 
that it may be named the gever- 
al and public feast, or the feast of 
the nativity of the world.” 

The learned Grotius, after 
quoting several very ancient au- 
thors, and among the rest Ho- 
mer and Hesiod, says, “that the 
memory of the creation’s being 
performed within seven days, 
was preserved, not only among 
the Greeks and Italians, but 
among the Celts and Indians, all 
of whom divided their time into 
weeks.” The same is affirmed 
by otherauthors, of the Assy- 
rians, Egyptians, Arabians, Ro- 
mans, Gauls, Britons and Ger- 
mans. 

How is this remarkable agree- 
ment in the practice of nations 
so remote from each other, and 
between many of whom tittle 
ur Lo Intercourse eyer existed, 


A Persuasive to Religious Retirement. 


JUNE; 


to be accounted for? Will it be 
said, that they were indebted to 
the Jews for it? By whom, let 
me ask, was it borrowed from 
that despised people? Would the 
Egyptians permit themselves to 
be instructed, by a nation whose 
civil and religious institutions 
they abhorred? Would the Assy- 
rians? Would the Arabians? 
Would those proud and mighty 
masters of the world, the Greeks 
and the Romans? Nw, A far 
more raticnal solution of the 
problem is, that the division of 
time into weeks, together: with 
some knowledge of the Sabbath, 
was handed down from the fami- 
ly of Noah, through all its nu- 
merous branches, and then, in. 
process of time, spread over the 
yreatest part of the world, in the 
same manner as traditional ac- 
counts of the general deluge 
have found their way among all 
nations. This solutipnj leads 
us directly back, far beyond the 
age of Moses, and furnishes 
strong collateral evidence, that 
the Sabbath was known to the 
ante-diluvians, and of conse- 
quence, that, according to the 
plain account of the sacred histo-. 
rian, it was instituted in hi 


dise. Z. X. Y. 
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A PERSUASIVE TO RELIGIOUS 
RETIKEMENT, 


Or the general duty, which I 
would. inculcate upon the read- 
er, Christ Jesus was an eminent 
exaniple. Though engaged in 
the most important work, that 
was ever undertaken on earth, 
he found time for devout soli- 
tude. He sent the multitudes 
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away that he might be alone 
with God. It was his frequent 
practice. Sometimes he contin- 
ued all night in prayer. He re- 
sorted tosecret communion with 
God, asa relief from fatigue, 
and a preparative for his labors 
and sufferings. 

I might notice the reasons 
which have often been urged, to 
justify the neglect of retirement. 
But I shall content myself with 
one ortworemarks. First: It is 
aclear case, that no business 
whatever can afford a just ex- 
cuse for neglecting the duties of 
secret devotion. Qur eternal 
interests are infinitely important, 
and must be attended to, though 
at the expense of our worldly in- 
terests. But, secondly, we 
should take care, that every du- 
ty have its proper share of atten- 
tion. Diligence in the concerns 
of the world will give time for 
the appropriate duties of relig- 
ion. Remember these duties, 
when you lay out your secular 
business; and undertake no more 
than you can accomplish cone 
sistently with a life of piety. 
Before engaging in any business 
of importance, seriously in- 
quire, whether it will allow you 
suitable time for daily meditation 
and prayer. If we exercise 
Christian wisdom in the arrange- 
ment of our business, and dili- 
gence in the execution of it, no 
part of our duty needs to be neg- 
lected. Life is long enough 
for the performance of the whole 
work, which God has given us 
to do. 

I now beg your attention, 
Christian reader, to a few con- 
siderations, which show the im- 
portance of religious retirement. 

First. Religrous retirement 
tends to erase the hurtful impres- 


sions, which are made ujfion the 
mind by our intercourse with the 
world. Weare apt to receive 
impressions from what we see 
and hear. By conversing con- 


stantly with sensible objects, we . 


are liable to be too much under 
their influence. The things of 
the world obtain a dangerous as- 
cendency over us. They occu- 
py our thoughts, strengthen our 
earthly passions, and weaken 
every sentiment of piety. Re- 
ligious retirement is fitted to 
cure these disorders. By with- 
drawing our attention from sen- 
sible objects, it weakens their 
influence. It gives us opportu- 
nity to covsider the vanity of 
earthly things, and to correct the 
false estimate, which we before 
made of them. In seasons of in- 
consideration and busy care we 
are prone to set far too high a 
value upon the riches and hon- 
ors of the world. But this er- 
ror is likely to be corrected in 
retirement. In the silent, sol- 
emn hour of secret meditation 
and prayer, what trifles do 
earthly riches and honors appear, 
compared with the riches of 
Christ, and the honor which 
cometh from God! 

Intercourse with the world 
tends to make us familiar with 
the sight of immoral and sinful 
practice, and so to wear away all 
affecting sense of its evil. The 
continual exhibition of impiety 
and profaneness gradually dimin- 
ishes the horror, which they 
once excited in our minds. We 
are in danger of conforming to 
the maxims of the world; of 
sliding insensibly into a com- 
pliance with prevailing fashions; 
and of imbibing the. immoral 
sentiments, which govern oth- 
ers, We are often carried away 
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with the multitude. Their num- 
ber, noise, and influence over- 
power us, To our closets we 
must retire, in order to rise 
above these impressions, and es- 
cape these dangers. In devout 
retirement we behold the ungod- 
ly world pursuing shadows, and 
going swiftly down to destruc- 
tion. 

We learn, that conformity 
to the principles and fashions of 
the world, is the certain way to 
perish with the world. Thus 
we are awakened from our 
dream, and secured from fatal 
evils. 

Secondly. Religious retire- 
ment affords the best ofiiortunity 
for ‘becoming acquainted with 
God and divine things. Inter- 
course with the busy world, in- 
stead of giving any right views 
ofdivine things, tends to keep 
us in ignorance of them, or to 
instil erroneous opinions into 
our minds. How can we hope 
to obtain divine light by having 
much to do with the world, 
which lieth in darkness? But re- 
tirement withdraws the mind 
from earthly objects, and puts it 
in a suitable frame for contem- 
plating the perfections and ways 
of God. Our best views of these 
subjects are commonly obtained 
in retirement. In secret medi- 
tation and prayer, we can fix our 
eye most steadily on heavenly 
objects, being most free from 
every thing, which beclouds the 
sight, or turns it away to other 
objects. Religious retirement 
night and morning is the best 
means of promoting spiritual 
knowledge. Whereas, without 
this, every other means will be ex- 
ceedingly ineffectual. Even the 
instructions of God’s house will 
contribute little to our progress 


in knowledge, unless these in- 
structions are reviewed and di- 
gested in private. The secret 
chamber. the secret grove, or the 
lonely mountain, has been one of 
the most profitable schools for the 
attainment of heavenly wisdom. 

Thirdly. Retirement is favor- 
able,in a highdegree, to the en- 
joyment of communion with God. 
Public prayer and family prayer 
have their peculiar advantages, 
and ought to be conscientiously 
performed at their proper sea- 
sons. But in neither of them 
have we the perfect liberty,which 
may be enjoyed in secret. When 
secluded from the world, we can 
best discover our wants, and most 
unreservedly make them known 
to God. We can most attentive- 
ly examine our hearts and our 
lives, and thus prepare ourselves 
forthe most penitent confession. 
The clearer views of God, which 
are obtained in retirement, ex- 
cite more ardent love, and more 
unwavering hope. Never, per- 
haps, can believers say, with such 
earnest feeling, as in retirement; 
As the hart fanteth after the 
water-brook, so fianteth my soul 
after thee, my God. Lhou art 
my rock, my fortress, and my de- 
liverer, my God, my strength, in 
whom I will trust. 

Fourthly. Retirement affords 
freculiar assistance in the morti- 
fication of sin. Amid the busi- 
ness and pleasures of the world, 
even Christians are apt to be in- 
sensible of their moral corrup- 
tions. While a thousand objects 
invite and forcibly engage our 
attention, we have little opportu- 
nity, and often Jess inclination, 
to look into our own hearts, and 
search out the deceitful work- 
ings of sin there. The world 
not only prevents us from ob- 
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serving the corrupt affections of 
our hearts, but affords much to 
nourish and increase them. By 
its evil customs, it furnishes the 
heart with many pleas to justify 
sin. It keeps out of view the 
law of God, the perfect standard 
of holiness. Against all these 
evils, retirement is a powertul 
defence. In pious solitude we 
have leisure to look within our- 
selves, and discover the corrup- 
tions of our hearts. And as the 
objects, which excite those cor- 
ruptions, are withdrawn, we are 
under peculiar advantages to 
make progress in sanctification. 
We can expose the excuses, by 
which indwelling sin justified it- 
self. We can perceive the fals- 
ity of the maxims, by which the 
world has so often misguided 
us. We find that the advantag- 
es, which a deceived heart ex- 
pected to obtain trom sin,have not 
been obtained; or, if obtained,that 
they aie worse than nothing, be- 
ing the price of our innocence. 
We can make penitent contes- 
sion before God, set a guard 
against future snares, and apply 
to that precious biood which 
cleanseth from al} sin. 

Fifthly. Retirement directly 
contributes to the growth of 
grace. While the corruptions 
of the heart thrive mest amid 
the hurrying business and tempt- 
ing pleasures of the world; grace 
flourishes most in retirement. 
‘True grace is modest and hum- 
ble. It seeks not the publie 
eye. Jtoperates with the great- 
est freedom, when no one sees, 
but God. When surrounded 
with earthly objects, we find 
many hindrances to the exercise 
of holiness. The objects of re- 
ligion are out of sight, and our 
attention is Cccupied with other 

Vou. X. 


things. And are we not some- 
times guilty of checking the im- 
pulse of grace in our hearts, 
lest, by yielding to its influence, 
we should incur the reproaches 
ofthe world? In retirement it is 
not so. When conversing in pi- 
ous solitude with God, we fear 
not man. ‘The world with its al- 
lurements and terrors, is far out 
of sight. Divine and eternal ob- 
jects are present to our view. 
We have opportunity undisturb- 
edly to contemplate tae errors 
and vanities of the world, the 
value of the soul, the Leauty and 
glory ‘of God, the excellence of 
Christ, approaching death, judg- 
ment, and eternity. With these 
great ohjects in view, love, re- 
pentance, faith, and every gtace 
is excited. DBehclding as ina 
glass the glory of the Lord, we 
are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory. 

Sixthly. Retirement not only 
excites and strengthens the holy 
affections of believers at the pres- 
ent time. but by inspiring them 
with firmer resolution and con- 
stancy, firepares them for future 
scenes. FewChristians pass much 
tine inthe company and busi- 
ness of the world, without finding 
their pious resolution weaken- 
ed. Their minds must be con- 
stantly raised and invigorated, 
furnished for duty and armed 
against temptations, by secret 
reflection and prayer. Besides 
the direct, natural influence 
which secret devotion has upon 
them, it secures that divine as- 
sistance, without which their 
own strength is weakness. 

Religious solitude prepares 
Christians for the day of adversi- 
tv. In retirement, they learn 
what the world is, and what ex- 
pectations they have a richt to 
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indulge of enjoyment here. They 
see that all is vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit. They accustom 
themselves to anticipate the day 
of adversity. Their thoughts 
become familiar with all the 
common trials of life. Thus 
they are prepared for affliction, 
so that they are not surprised 
and thrown into confusion when 
the time of trouble comes. 
Their previous reflections and 
prayers with reference to afflic- 
tion have given firmness and 
strength to endure. Itisina 
great measure by devout medita- 
tion and secret converse with 
God that they are prepared for 
the solemnities of the final judg- 
ment. 

Finally. Devout retirement 
affords the purest fileasure. 
They, who know not the pleas- 
ures of secret religion, are just- 
ly objects of compassion These 
pleasures as much exceed the 
pleasures of the world, as divine 
and heavenly things exceed those 
which are earthly, or as eternity 
exceeds a moment. What an 
unspeakable pleasure is it to de- 
vout souls in retirement, to be 
freed for a while from the noise 
and wickedness of the world; to 
lovuk at temptation as distant; to 
sec themselves out of man’s 
reach, and to be able to indulge 
within themselves, this holy, tri- 
umphant thought; det the world 
say ard do what it will; let tt 


flatter or frown; ere in my fit- 


ous retirement Iam safe; here I 
am hafifty, for God i¥ with me. 
What pleasure do Christians 
derive in retirement, from the 
undisturbed exercise of holy af- 
fection; from unwavering confi- 
dence in God and submission to 
his will; from the contemplation 
ol divine truth; and from the 


humble hope of persevering in 


dness, and of enjoying forey- 
er the friendship of the un- 
changeable God! How substan- 
tial, how purifying, how support- 
ing, these pleasures are, no man 
can fully describe. 

The foregoing remarks sug- 
gest the reason, why impenitent 
sinners dread the hour of secret 
meditation, and restrain prayer 
before God. It is not because 
secret prayer would intrude up- 
on the proper business of life, 
and oecupy time, which might 
be better employed. They shun 
retirement, because it brings to 
view objects which are displeas- 
ing to the impenitent heart. 
Should they give themselves in 
secret to the sober consideration 
of eternal things, they would 
discover the unlawfulness of 
their favorite pursuits; they 
would behold the wrath of God 
and the approaching end of all 
their pleasures. Their conscien- 
ces would be awakened, their 
enjoyment interrupted, and dis- 
tressing fears excited. This is 
the great reason why the wicked 
shun religious retirement, and 
find no pleasure in sacred du- 
ties. Moral impurity is pained 
at the sight of infinite holiness. 
It is wounding to the love oi 
worldly pleasures, to see that 
those pleasures must have an 
end; and what can be more dis- 
tressing to guilt, than to see the 
face of a righteous, Almighty 
Judge! 

In this subject, candid reader, 
you have a criterion of charac- 
ter. Zhe followers of Chris: 
possess his Spirti. That holy 
communion with God, in which 
he had such enjoyment, is full 0! 
enjoyment to them. When they 
can retire from earthly scenes; 
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and converse humbly with God, 
their souls are satisfied as with 
marrow and fatness. There is no 
possibility of enjoying the bles- 
sedness of heaven without a 
heart to delight supremely in 
communion with God. The 
same disposition, which renders 
men dissatisfied with the wor- 
ship and service of God in this 
life, would render them much 
more dissatisfied with the wor- 
ship and service of God in heav- 
ene In heaven there is nothing 
but religion. The holy service 
ceases not day or night. How 
can they, who are tired and dis- 
gusted with the little religion 
found among the saints on earth, 
be satisfied with the perfect un- 
interrupted religion of the heav- 
enly state. From the praises 
and joys of the celestial world 
they would turn away with dis- 
rust, saying, O4 what a weari- 
ness! When will it be ended! 
Follower of Christ, receive 
the admonition, which is here 
administered toyou. _Is it not 
to the omission, or careless per- 
formance of secret duties, that 
you must in a great measure as- 
cribe your low attainments in re- 
ligion? What knowledge of God 
and divine things might you 
have attained,—what mortifica- 
tion of sin,--what spiritual mind- 
edness;—-what usefulness,-— 
what eminence in grace,—what 
preparation for the presence of 
God in heaven, had you, with 
suitable diligence, employed 
the opportanities afforded you 
for religious retirement! Peni- 
tently review past neglects; and 
for the future guard against ev- 
ery thing, which would inter. 
rupt communion with God. Re- 
solve to live as Jesus lived. 
But remember your weakness 


1 Short Sermon. [Si 


and inconstancy, and repair con- 
tinually to God in whom is 
everlasting strength. 


A SHORT SERMON. No. Il. 


MARK X, 20. 
All these have I observed from 


yy youth, 


“Ax these have I observed from 
my youth’—my childhood—my 
infancy. Self-deceived young 
man! Little had he attended to 
the subject, when he thus declar- 
ed, that he had kept the com- 
mandments, Little did he know 
of the spirituality and extent of 
the divine law. Little kad he 
examined his heart, or consider- 
ed in what true obedience con- 
sists. He probably had not 
openly violated the letter of 
those moral precepts, to which 
his declaration related, by acta- 
ally committing murder or adul- 
tery; by fraudulent dealing or 
false accusation. In the view of 
his fellow men, therefore, who 
looked on the outward appear- 
ance alone, and in his own super- 
ficial view, he had kept these 
commandments. but all this 
might be done under the influ- 


ence of the most sordid and sel-. 


fish motives—upon principles of 
mere worldly wisdom—with a 
supreme regard to public opin- 
ion, or human authority, or pri- 
vate emolument. All thig might 
be doe without the obedience 
of the heart——without submis- 
sion to the will of God—without 
religious — principle——without 
exercising one holy affection, or 
performing one act truiy virtu- 
ous and good in the sight of 
fleaven. 

Vhat the person, who made 
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the declaration in our text, was 
destitute of truc religion and in 
a state of self-decepiion, the se- 
quel of his history abudantly 
proves; and that many, who make 
a similar profession, are in the 
same condition, we have too 
much reason to fear. How of- 
ten do we hear the thoughtless 
and inconsiderate justifying 
themselves in precisely the 
same manner, as he did! How 
many, who have not God in all 
their thoughts;—who follow the 
inclinations of their corrupt 
hearts, wo walk according to 
the course of this world, are 
nevertheless insensible of their 
danger! How many even justi- 
ty themselves in this state of 
carelessness and impenitency, 
adopting the very language of 
our text; “all these have we ob- 
served from our childhood.” 
“We have never committed 
murder; we have defrauded no 
man; we have nothing to repent 
of, and nothing to answer tor!” 
Ah! thoughtiess sinners, you 
know not your own hearts The 
god of this worid bath blinded 
your minds. Your understand- 
ings are darkened, through the 
ignorance that is.in you, because 
of the hardness of your hearts. 
You have never considered, 
how exceedingly broad are the 
divine commands. You have 
never entered your secret cham- 
bers and examined yourselves 
beiore God, with a spiritual un- 
derstanding of his law. Se not 
deceived. Remember who hath 
said, that there is no man that sin- 
neth not. Forget not the declar- 
ation of our Lord himself to a 
mixed multitude, and through 

them to us all; Hacepet ye repent, 
ye shallall likewise fierish, Pause 
and consider. Examine 


your 
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conduct. ‘Try your principles. 
Scrutinize your motives. Search 
into the secret recesses of your 


souls. Humble yourselves be- 
fore God. Refrent and be con- 
verted, 


Young men, these admoni- 
tions and exhortations apply 
with peculiar force to you—to 
all, who are in the morning of 
life. The person who uttered 
the language of our text, was, as 
appears by a comparison of the 
Evangelists, a young man—~a 
young man ef some distinction, 
possessing property, power, and 
influence—a young man, whosc 
external deportment was regu- 
lat, who united in his person 
many amiable qualities, whom 
Jesus loved. Yet he lacked the 
one thing needful; be went away 
from Christ sorrowful, and fell 
awfully short of that kingdom, 
to which he supposed he had SO 
nearly approached. 

Young men! Young women: 
Read the interesting narrative 
in our context. Meditate on 
the character, which it exhibits; 
and apply the warning, which it 
furnishes. It is indeed v0 all, 
who have not sincerely and ab- 
soiutely devoted themselves to 
the Lord, a most solemn and 
important warning—solemn as 
eternity, and important as the 
soul is precious!—W hat, let me 
ask, (and be intreated to ask 
yourselves,) what are your 
hopes? Where is your refuge? 
Whence do you derive your 
support? Are you trusting to 
scif-rightousness, because you 
have externally observed some 
of the divine commands? Are 
you building your hopes of heay- 
en on your supposed innocence, 
because you have been kept from 
the commission of what are d¢- 
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nominated great sips? Are you 
content with your state, because 
no one has accused yov, and be- 
cause no one can justly accuse 
you, of immoral conduct! Are 
you satisfied—are you pleased 
with yourselves, because your 
amiable social qualities have 
rendered you pleasing to your 
friends—because the personal 
charms, natural to youth, have 
precured for you the flatteries 
of a deceitful world? All these 
natural’ qualities—these social 
accomplishments—this imagina- 
ry innocence, this freedom from 
scandalous crimes, this partial, 
external obedience to the divine 
commands, this flattering appro- 
bation of man;—all these things 
may you possess, and yet lack 
one thing, without which you 
can never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” All these things are 
indeed amiable and desirable; 
and it were to be wished, for the 
good of society, that all our 
youth possessed even these— 
that none were profane, impure, 
intemperate, scoffers, liars, slan- 
derers; disturbing the harmony 
of society; destroying the peace 
of families; wounding the hearts 
of the pious, and spreading mis- 
ehief and misery through the 
whole circle, in which they 
move.—But although you, my 
young friends, should be able to 
say, that you are free from these 
gross and scandalous iniquities; 
yet let me intreat you not hence 
to conclude, that you are safe— 
that you are holy in the sight of 
a heart-searching Ged—that you 
ave fit for the kingdom of heav- 
en. If you have no religion, ex- 
cépt what consists in a negative 
morality, or a cold, partial, self- 
ish obedience—if you have nev- 
ér been humbled for sin, and Ied 
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to embrace the Savior by faith— 
if the love of God has not been 
shed abroad in your hearts—if 
you have no established princi- 
ple of holiness, leading you ha- 
bitually to do that, which is. 
good, as well as to abstain from 
that, which is evil—if you are 
not striving to walk in all the 
ordinances and statutes of the 
Lord blameless—if you are not 
ready to renounce every pleas- 
ure, every vanity, every earthly 
distinction, every temporal inter- 
est, which duty requires—if, in 
a word, you are not prepared to 
forsake all and follow Christ; 
you are yet no nearer the king- 
dom of heaven, than was the 
young man, who uttered the 
self-deluding language of our 
text. He couid say all, perhaps 
more, than you can say; and sulli 
his heart was not right with God 
—still he loved the worid su- 
premely—still he went away 
trom Christ sorrowfu). He hac 
in him many things amiable; but 
when brought to the test of obe- 
dience—when weighed in the 
balance of the Gospel, he was 
found wanting. He would not 
give up his idal for the sake of 
Christ. He ‘loved Mammon 
more than God. He was unwii- 
ling to forsake ail, take up hi 
cross, and foliow the King of 
glory. So weuld it be with you: 
Would be, did I say? So zt ts with 
every one, who lives in a habitu- 
al neglect of known duty—with 
cvery one, who refuses to devote 
himself without reserve to the 
service of God—with every onc. 
who does not renounce every 
practice, and give up every ob. 
ject and pursuit, inconsistent 
with supreme love to Ged, end 
a sincere, unreserecd, self-ceci- 
Catlon to him. 3 
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Once mere; young men, 
voung women, I invite you, I 
entreat you, I beseech you in 
Christ’s stead; be ye reconciled 
to God. Trust not to a refuge 
of lies. Rely not on a defective 
morality—an imaginafy inno- 
cence—a selfish righteousness. 
Say not, J em rich dnd increased 
with goods, and have need of 
nothing: whilst thou art wretch- 
ed; and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked. Be persuaded 
to examine yourselves. Repent 
of your sins. Devote yourselves 
to the Lord. Take up your 
cross and follow the Savior of 


sinners. By the preciousness 
of your immortal souls—by the 
agonies of a crucified Redeemer 
—by the mercy ‘and justice of 
God—by the love and terrors of 
the Lord—by the uncertainty of 
life, and the certainty of death 
by the solemnities of that judg- 
ment-seat, before which we 
must all appear, and that endless 
state of retribution, on which 
we must shortly enter—by every 
thing ititeresting to rational and 
aneowdehie beings, I exhort 
you to attend immediately. to the 
things, which belong to your 
everlasting peace: 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


GRIGINAL LETTER OF PRESI- 
DENT ERWARDS. 


The following letter from the great Pres- 
ident Edwards to his friend Dea. Ly- 
man of Goshen, (Con.) has never been 
published. 


“Northampton, Aug. 31, 1741. 
“Dear Friend, 
In my prodigious fulness of bus- 
iness and great infirmity of body, 
I have time to write but very 
briefly concerning those things 
you mention. 

“Concerning the great stir 
that is in the land, and those ex- 
traordinary circumstances and 
events that it is attended with, 
such as persons crying out, and 
being set into great agonies with 
a sense of sin and wrath, and 
having their strength taken away, 
and their minds extraordinarily 
transported with light, love, and 
comfort;—I have been abundant- 
ly amongst such things, and have 
had great opportunity to observe 


them here and elsewhere, in” 


their beginning, progress, issue, 
and consequences; and however 
there may be some mixtures of 
natural affection, and sometimes 
of temptation, and some impru- 
dences and irregularities, as 
there always have been, and gl- 
ways will be, in this imperfect 
State; yet, as to the work in gen- 
eral, and the main ef what is to 
be observed in these extraordi- 
nary things, they have all] the 
clear and incontestable evidence 
ofa true divine work. If this 
be not the work of God, I have 
all my religion to learn over 
again, and know not what use to 
make of the Bible. 

“As to any absolute promises 
made to'natural men, the matter 
is exceeding plain. God makes 
no promises of any future eter- 
nal good to fallen man, in any 
other covenant but the covenant 
of grace; but how can they have 
any interest in the promises of 
the covenant of grace, that have 
no interest in the Mediator o! 
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that covenant, and never have 

erformed the condition of that 
arcane which is faith in the 
Mediator? The Scripture is ig- 
norant of any other way of com- 
ing to a title to any promises of 
God, but-only laying hold of the 
promises by faith, which surely 
men that have not faith don’t do. 

“As to the ministers that. go 
about the country to preach, [ 


believe most of the clamor that: 


is made against them must needs 


be froma some other principle 


than a: tegard to the interest of 
religion; because I observe now 
there is véétly a greater outcry 
against mifiiéters riding about 
to preach the Gospel, than used 
to be heretofore, when ministers 
rode about on the business of a 
physician, though that be so 
much more alien from their 
proper work; and though they 
were gone from their own peo- 
ple five time as much. But I 
observe that now-a-days no ir- 
regularities are so much cried 
out against as exceeding in re- 
ligion. As to ministers that 
ride about the country, I can’t 
say how the case is circumstanc- 
ed with all of them; but | be- 
lieve they are. exceedingly mis- 
represented. Mr. Pomrey and 
Mr. Wheelock have been* 
as much as most; .and by partic- 
ular opportunity I have had to 
know how it has been with them, 
they scarcely ever are absent 
irom their people on the Sab- 
oath, and are very careful not to 
leave them destitute, and are 





not wont to go abroad but only 
whicre they are invited, and not 
(© ©O Into other ministers pulpits 
Wthout ikeir consent, and rarely 
Witnout being desired by them; 
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and, at the same time, are more 
abundant in labors among their 
own people than ever. 

“J rejoice to hear of the flour- 
ishing of the work of God in 
your parts. I hope God will 
cause it to prevail against all 
opposition. Let us look to God 
to plead his own cause, and to 
get to himself the victory. Seek 
to him to direct you, and give 
you wisdom, and humility, and 
zeal. 1 desire your prayers for 
me. Iam your sincere and en- 
tire friend, 

JonaTHan EpWwaArRps.” 


“Pp. S. The Rev. Mr Williams 
of Hatfield died this morning.t”’ 


CUMINGS ON THE CHERWUBIM. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


Sik, 
I HAVE just finished the perusal of 
a litthe work entitled, Contempla- 
tions on the Cherud:m,by Abraham 
Cumings, A. M. printed by John 
Eliot, Jun. Boston, 1812. I have 
neither leisure nor ability to give 
you a proper review of this publi- 
cation; but I take the Jiberty to 
recommend it, asa work of curi- 
osity, genius, and candor, to stus 
dious theologians, for whose use 
it must have been designed; the 
subject being too much out of 
the way of ordinary inquiry, and 
the marmer of discussing it bee 
ing much too literary, for com- 
mon readers. It is deficient, 
especially at the beginning, as to 
a distinct statement of the au- 
thor’s design. He gets you to 
ihe conciusion before he makes 


+ Mr. Allen in his very valuable Biog. 
and Hist. Dict. p. 611, states that Mr 
Williams died in 1746. This P. S. cor- 
rects the errer 
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you well understand the premi- 
ses. There are* some things 
perhaps fanciful, and too much 
in agreement with the extrava- 
gancies of the Hutchinsonian 
philosophy. But, for the most 
part, the book seems to me re- 
plete with sound sense and ac- 
curate criticism. It is a work 
uncommonly learned for this 
country. It exhibits a mind, 
that has been long exploring and 
gathering rich treasures of 
knowledge from high antiquity, 
and a watchfulness over the gen- 
uine Gospel doctrine, the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, which is cer- 
vainly the basis of the whole 
Christian scheme. It contains 
refutation strong of the absurd, 
misshapen theory,lately obtruded 
upon the public ina work enti- 
tled Bible News; and with a 
good deal of success, in my opin- 
ion, opposes the unfounded pre- 
tences of Dr. Priestley, and his 
disciples, that the doctrine of 
the Trinity, has its rise, not ina 
just interpretation of the sacred 
writings, but in the schools of 
the Platonic philosophy. As a 


lover of literature, and a more 
ardent lover of the truth, I can- 
not but give my thanks to Mr, 
Cumings for this work of love. 
Whatever may become of his 
expositions of the difficult sub- 
ject of the Cherubim, I cannot 
but commend him for his dili- 
gence, and accuracy; and hearti- 
ly wish, that his work may meet 
with deserved attention from the 
religious public. 
With your leave, Mr. Editor, 
I will also call the attention. of 
your readers to another small 
work, lately published in Wind- 
sor, Vermont. The author is 
the Rev. Stephen Farley of 
Claremont, N. H._ It consists of 
a series of letters to the Rev. 
Noah Worcester, in refutation of 
his Bible News. It is a com- 
plete refutation. The argument 
is conducted with ingenuity and 
precision. It does honor to Mr. 
Farley, especially considering 
that he isa young man. and in the 
enjoyment of but imperfect 
health. I wish this work might 
have an extensive circul:tion. 
CANDIDUS. 


REVIEW. 


LXI, Proceedings of the Sec- 
ond Churchand Parishin Dor- 
chester; exhibited in a collec- 
tion of frafers. Published 
agreeably to a vote of the 
church. Boston; S. T. Arm- 
strong. i8i2.pp. 124. 8vo. 

Lhe Memorial of the Propirietors 
of the New South Meeting 
House in Dorchester, to the 
Ministere of the Boston Asso- 
cretion, TLarether with their 


Report on the same. Boston; 
Watson and Bangs. 1813. pp. 
48. 8vo. 


THE controversy between the 
Rey. Mr. Codmar and a part of 
his parishioners hus excited a 
very considerabie interest from 
one end of this country to the 
other. This interest alone, how- 
ever, would not have induced us 
to admit the subject into our 
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pages. But the ostensible and 
real causes of this controversy 
are of general and permanent 
importance, and ought to excite 
a correspondent degree of inter- 
est. In most parish disputes we 
find to» many indications of un- 
fairness, imprudence, anger, de- 
traction, and hatred of the truth. 
All the bad passions of man’s de- 
praved nature, are, indeed, oc- 
casionally brought into exer- 
cise. While these passions as- 
sume only their usual forms, 
there seems no good reason why 
their effects should be commem- 
orated. It rather appears desira- 
ble that these effects should be 
buried in oblivion, as soon as pos- 
sible. But when a parish contro- 
versy originates in opposition to 
the Gospel, and enlists on its side 
a powertul party—a party in the 
constant habit of proclaiming its 
own strength, and wisdom, and 
learning, and liberality,—a party 
always Vigilant toextend its ifu- 
ence,and active to bear down those 
who stand in its way,—a party, 
which, under the guise of char- 
ity and candor, is aiming to estab- 
lish a strong and lasting domina- 
tion,—it appears highly proper, 
that the true nature of the con- 
troversy should be explained, 
the principal facts stated, and the 
Chrisuan public enabied to 
judge of professions by the con- 
duct which accompanies them. 
Such, in our apprehension, has 
been the controversy between 
Mr. Codman and some of his 
people; and such is the party 
from which his opposers have 
derived all their consequence, 
if not all their means of annoy- 
ance. We are too welij acquaint- 
ed with this party not to know, 
that many of its members will be 
extremely angry with the above 
élescription, and with every thing, 
Vor. X. 


indeed, which tends to expose 
their views; and that they will 
attempt to conceal their anger 
by proiesting that they hold usin 
the most perfect contempt. We 
have not inserted a single clause 
in this description without full 
deliberation, an unwavering per- 
suasion of its truth and justice, 
and a conviction that we are able 
to prove the proprietyof its ap- 
plication. 

Though the party in question 
is no other than the liberal party 
in Boston and the vicinity, yet 
we are desirous to have it under- 
stood, that all the individuals of 
that party are not chargeabie 
with lending their influence to 
drive Mr. Codman from his peo- 
ple. Though the influence of 
the pa'ty, asa bod, was certain- 
ly against him, there were indi- 
viduals of the party who uni- 
formly declared his opposers in 
the wrong; and though they 
might have thought it expedient 
that he should ask a dismission, 
they were not backward to ac- 
knowledge, that he was perse- 
cuted for his religious opinions.* 


* The following anecdote may be re- 
lated without impropriety. 

A‘minister, who would undoubtedly be 
ranked with the liberal part’, met Mr. 
Codman during the progress of his parish 
troubles, and addressed him substautially 
as follows: “I am sorry, my dear Sir, for 
the opposition which you experience. It 
is an unreasonable opposition. But I can 
tell you for your comfort, that you have 
the prayers of many pious Christ ans in 
distant parts*ef the country. You have 
my prayers that you may be supported, 
and I shall continue to offer them. You 
cannot invite me topreachin your pulpit, 
cousistently with your own opiaions, | 
ain not offended at this; though I should 
be glad to preath to your people once, 
with a particular view to tell them how 
improperly they behave. I commend 
you for acting according to the dictates of 
your ow: conscience; though | difer fron 
you in reiigious doctrine. My own prin- 
ciples, however, do not prevent my desir 
ing you to preach in my pulpit; aud I shal! 


r 
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As in most other party questions, 
itis probable that a comparative- 
ly small number took a lively 
interest in consulting; the great 
mass lent their good wishes, and 
the influence of their opinions, 
against what they were taught 
to consider as bigotry and intol- 
erance; and a. few ‘dissented 
from the opinions of the party. 
The latter could not for their 
lives sce, that a love of candor 
and jiberality made it their duty 
to condemn a brother for exer- 
cising a right, which all minis- 
ters of the Gospel claim for 
themselves; viz. Zhe right of 
regulating their ministerial con- 
duct by their own sense of duty. 
We now proceed to state the 
paiticulars of the case; in doing 
which we shall make free use of 
the publications beiore us, and 
admit many additional facts de- 
rived from authentic sources. 
Qn the 9th of Sept. i808, the 
second church of Christ in Dor- 
chester unanimously elected 
Mr. Codman, then a licensed 
candidate for the ministry, to be 
their pastor. <A few days after, 
ihe parish concurred in the clcc- 
tion, with only four dissenting 
voices. The pastor elect was 
immediately informed of the re- 
suJt, and requested time for 
prayer and consideraiion. As 
the church had heard him 
preach on two Sabbaths only, and 
atone leciure, and had enjoyed 
but little oppertunity of becoin- 
ing acquainted with iis religious 


be much obliged to you, if, whenever 
sour own puplt shal be supplied, you 
will come and preach to my peopie. I 
call the Gppesition to you a persecution, 
anda persecution for religious oprnigis.” 

Some others*ot the hberal party are 
huown to have entertained the same sen- 
hauents, as are here expressed. We shail 
rejoice to fiud, chat the number of these 
persous is g-cutcr than we nad cupposed. 


‘ 


opinions, Mr. Codman wisely 
determined to make a commu- 
nication to them on the subject. 
He therefore wrote them a long 
and affectionate letter, with the 
express design ‘to enter into 
some explanations, which were 
highly interesting to him and 
them,’ and “to prevent future 
difficulties.” We proceeded to 
state, ‘lest there should be a 
doubt on the subject, that he 
felt it his duty to declare his uh- 
shaken faith in those doctrines, 
that are sometimes called the 
doctrines of the reformation, the 
doctrines of the cross, the pecu- 
liar doctrines of the Gospel. 
These doctrines he intended to 
preach, and it gave him pleas- 
ure to say, that his faith was the 
same with that of our venerable 
forefathers; particularly with 
that of the former pastors of the 
churchin Dorchester, Warham, 
Maverick, Mather, Burr, &c.’ 
He subjoined the following par- 
agraph on the subject of doc- 
tries: 


“As rian and Socinian errors have of 
lace years crept into some of our Churches, 
I think it my duty to declare to that 
Church of Christ, of whom I may have 
the pastoral charge, that I believe the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost to be the one 
living and true God; and that my faith, 
in general, is conformable to the Assem- 
bly’s catechism, and to the confession of 
faith drawn up by the elders and messen- 
gers of the Congregational Churches in 
the year 1680, and recommended to the 
Churches by the General Court of Massa- 
chusetts.” p. 12. 


Before concluding his letter, 
Mr. Codman requests, among 
other things, that Dr Watts’s 
Psalms and Hymns may be used 
in public worship, from which, 
it seems, they had bec sy banish- 
ed to make room for Dy. Bel- 
knap’s. On this subject he ob- 
SCIYES, 
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“The collection now used eontains 
many excellent hymns, sat rey nad those 
of Mrs. Steele’s, Dr. dridge’s, &e. 
&e. &c. But on many accounts it appears 
to me exceedingly defective. Unwarrant- 
able liberties are taken in altering Dr. 
Watts’s language. 

“The doxologies of Dr. Watts, the as- 
criptions of praise tothe glorious Trinity, 
are expresély left out, and the preface 
contains expressions in my humble opin- 
ion derogatory to the glory due to the 
one God, Father, Son, aud Holy Ghost,” 


p. 15. 


The whole communication of 
Mr. Codman evinces perfect 
frankness, an earnest desire not 
to be misunderstood, a deep 
sense of responsibility to God, 
and an implicit determination 
not to accepi the call, unless he 
could do it with a prospect of 
future harmony and usefulness. 
He could not be misap)rehend- 
ed, either in regard to his relig- 
ious opinions, or his intentions 
in making the communication, 
unless by a person totally igno- 
rant of the present state of reiig- 
ion in this vicinity, and of the 
rudiments of Christianity. As 
‘o the attempt in the Memorial, 
‘o make it appear, that \vir. Cod- 
inah’s COMMmunication was inex- 
plicit, we shall take notice of 
that in another place. 

The communication was ac- 
cepted, and the requests con- 
tained in it complied with, by 
the church and parish; of which 
Mr. Codman was notified, in an 
uffectionate Ictter from a com- 
mittee chosen for the purpose. 
This letter, which was unani- 
mously approved at a_ parish 
meeting, begins with stating, 
that the communication ‘was re- 


celved with pleasure and gener-, 


al satisfuction; that the writers 
venerate the principles of their 
forefathers, especially of the pi- 
gus and worthy pastors of the 


church in Dorchester, and are 
happy to find Mr. C. agreeing 
with them in sentiment.’ 

The invitation was now ac- 
cepted by Mr. Codman, and, in 
his letter of acceptance, he 
thought it proper, as the com- 
mittee had alluded to ‘the pro- 
motion of peace and friendship 
among his people,’ to explain 
his views as follows: 


“The promotion of THAT PEACE, which 
is founded on true Christian principle, 
and not on carnal security, and of that 
unanimity, which is the effect of the gen- 
eral recepfition of evangelical truth, anc! 
not of indifference to religious opinions, 
will be the subject of my prayers and the 
object of my life. 

“It will .e my earnest endeavor, as fur 
as consistent with the faithful dischurge 
of ministerial duty, to promote peace anc 
friendship among the people of my charge; 
——to do all in my power to continue anc 
confirm it among our sister churches and 
their Pastors, and to promote the best in- 
terests of the university, of which I shalt 
be an overseer.” pp. 16, 17. 


Before the council proceeded 
to the ordination, which too’, 
place Dec. 7, 18068, the pastor 
elect communicated his confes- 
sion of faith, which was orthodo.. 
and full on the following points, 


viz. the Trinity, the decrees of 


God, election, the temptation and 
Jall, original and actual sin, the 
character of Christ, as uniting 
the divine and human natures 
and having mude an atunement, 
the character of the Holy Spirit, 


as the Renewer and Sancti fier of 


men, regeneraiion, sanctificatio., 
justification by fatih, adoption, 
refientance, gaod works, fierse- 
verance, the final and unalieraile 
stafes of the righteous and tie 
wickcd, and on several other im- 
portant aiticles of doctrine and 
practice. 

Although no objections to this 
creed were stated at the time, 
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Mr. Codman had not labored 
inany months among his people 
before it was found, that the 
preaching of those doctrines, 
which he had all along professed 
and inculcated, gave serious of- 
fence to a part of his hearers, 
who soon began to form and or- 
gahize a regular opposition. 
That this opposition originated, 
in fact, from a dislike of the grea 
truths which Mr.Codman preach- 
ed, and the correspondent strict- 
ness of moral deportment which 
he urged, we have the fullest 
persuasion; and we think no can- 
did man, having an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the parties and 
the controversy, Can entertain a 
doubt on the subject. Had Mr. 
C. delivered smooth harangues 
on the native benevolence and 
dignity of man; complimented 
his people, occasionally, on their 
candor, Catholicism, wnd liberal- 
ity; inveighed earnestly, and with 
a very significant air and tone, a- 
gainst creeds, intolerance, big- 
otry, and enthusiasm, and coun- 
ienanced such iunocent amuse- 
ments, as playing at cards, and 

midnight revelling, it is alto- 
gether possible that he would 
have remained unmolested by 
those who took a lead in the con- 
troversy with him, and that the 
question of ministerial exchanges 
would have been sufficred bythem 
to sleepin sileuce. It would not 
do, however, to briny any accu- 
Sation against Mr. Coidunais, on 
the score cf his religious opin- 
ions, as it is a fundamental prin- 
ciple with the liberal party, that 
no man Is to be called on to de- 
clare, explain, or defend such 
opinions; and as his opposers 
ciuinsed to belong to this party, 
a claim which they amply sup- 
ported in ye course of their op- 


position. When any number of 
persons are leagued together for 
party purposes, they will never 
be in want of ostensible motives, 
however different these may be 
from the real ones. As it was 
known, that Mr. Codman had 
conscientious scruples in regard 
to introducing imta his pulpit 
any man, who disbelieyed cer- 
tain fundamental doctrines of the 
Gospel, no great sagacity was 
necessary to determine, that a 
parish difficulty could be more 

easily and successfully raised on 
the subject of exchanges, than 
on any other. This subject af- 
forded a fine opportunity to de- 
claim on the duty of candor, 
charity, peace, and concord. 
Hence it happened, that while 
Mr. Codman’s opposers were 
carrying on their opposition with 
uncommon violence, and indulg- 
ing in unprovoked and bitter hos- 
tility, they professed w be fight- 
ing only for peace. 

The first intimation, which 
Mr. Codman received from the 
disaffected members of the par- 
tsh, that be was desired by them 
to enlarge his circle of cx- 
changes, was communicated by 
two of their number, to whom he 
gave, in substance, this reply: 
That in regard to exchanges of 
ministerial labor he should en- 
deavor to act conscientiously; 
that he should conform to the 
wishes of his people, on that sub- 
ject and every other, so far as 
his ewn sense of duty would per- 
mit; and that he could not pledge 
himself to exchange with any 
man, or body of men, whatever. 
This is the same answer, which 
he had given to an individual of 
the parish, who applied, before 
his settiement, to know his in 
teytions In regard to exchanges. 


To this answer he steadfastly ad- 
hered in every part of the con- 
troversy. 

In less than a vear after Mr. 
Codman’s ordination, 
his parishioners communicat- 
ed to him a written address, 
stating that a dissatisfaction ex- 
isted in the parish, the principal 
cause Of which was, that Mr. C. 
did not ‘make exchanges gener- 
ally with those ministers, who 
preach the public lectures in 
Boston, on Tiursdays, acd with 
them indiscriminately.’ “This,” 
they add, “we did expect, and 
this we think we have a just 
claim to expect, from your own 

observations previous lv your be- 
ing setiied asour minisier.” The 
address was enclosed in a re- 
spectiul leuer from a committce, 
wio deciared that ‘if any one 
sentence of the enciosed should 
be thought ea pressed in a harsh 
or indecorous manner, or if any 
part of it could be so construed 
as to have the least semblance 
of imperative language, the same 
was an error of judgment and 
not of design.’ 

To this letter and address Mr. 
Codman returned an immediate 
answ¢t;—took a respectlul no- 
tice of its various’ topics;—-re- 
peated the determination which 
he had formed on the subject of 
exchanges;—protested that he 
had never, from any observa- 
tlons previously to his being set- 
tled as their minister, given the 
addressers any claim to expect 
such a course of exchanges as 
they requested;—and assured 


them, that ‘in his exchanges, as 
in every part of ministerial duty, 
it would be his endeavor, as it 
always had been, to conciliate the 
uffecuions and to promote the 
peace and happiness, but es. 
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pecially the spiritual welfare of 
the people committed to his 
charge’ Pro. p. 24. 

In April, 1810, some of the 
disaffected members of the par- 
ish mad¢ a legal application to 
have the following articles, in 
substance, insefted in the war- 
rant for a parish meeting; viz. 
‘To know if it is the desire of the 
parish that Mr. Codman should 
exchange with the ministers who 
compose the Beston association, 
&e. ‘To know if the Society will 
exchange the psalm-books now 
in use, and use Dr. Belknap’s 
in their steadi—To know if the 
Society are willing the mecting- 
house shal] be opened for pri- 
vate lectures.’ 


At the parish meeting, the 
motion to desire Mr. Codman to 
exchange with the ministers of 
the Boston association was nega- 
tived 52 to 34; the article re- 
specting psalm-books was dis- 
missed from the warrant; and 
the meeting-house was declared 
to be in future under the control 
of Mr. Codman, in respect to 
Jectures, as usual. 


One would have thought, that 
the disaffected members of the 
parish, with all their professions 
of candor and their ardent de- 
sires of peace, would have now 
rested a while from their opposi- 
tion. They frofessed no dislike 
of Mr. Codman’s preaching; they 


professed v0 dislike of the preach- 


ing of those ministers with whom 
Mr. C. had exchanged; they ad- 
mitted, (or at least they did rot 
deny, and they subsequently ad- 
mitted,) the right of Mr. Cod- 
man to regulate his own c¢x- 
cuanges; they had requested in- 
meat oh 5 a cicae a4 on the 
plea that the peace uf the parish 
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would be promoted by such a: 
meesure; but the parish, in a 
legal meeting, had refused to 
support them in the request. 
Instead of remaining quiet, how- 
ever, they entered upon a course 
of more determined hostility. 
The leading members of the dis. 
affected party resorted to such 
low and vuigar methods of per- 
scnal insult aud provocation, as 
are not worthy to be particularly 
mentioned. In August, they 
publicly offered 38 pews for sale, 
by advertisement in the Centinel, 
when in fact the pews were not 
tor saie, and several of the own- 
ers of them knew nothing of the 
advertisement till they saw it in 
print. This advertisement, in- 
served in a paper which has a 
more extensive circulation than 
any other in New Engiand, ap- 
peared, on the face of it, to be 
intended to prejudice the public 
at lurge against Mr. Codman. 
For this purpose it was doubtiess 
lutended, and for another pur- 
pose equaily worthy; viz. to be 
used as proof that the parish was 
in a broken, divided, unhappy 
statc, 

In September, the disaffected 
party applied for another parish 
meeting, and specified the adver- 
tiscment above-mentioned, as one 
ot the reasons of their applica- 
tion. ‘Lhis is a fair example of 
the manner in which the contro- 
versy was conducted by them. 
One oultuge was made tbe pre- 


text of another, and that of a” 


third, and so on tothe end. In- 
deed, uf a recipe is wanted for 
the best method of driving away 
a faitutul minister, who has giv- 
en no just Cause of complaint, it 
may be comprised in the toilow- 
inj bricf directions: Begin the 
quarrel with great boldness and 
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great violence; set afloat a niul- 
titude of stories, no matter how 
false, or absurd, or how easily 
disproved. If they should be in 
fact disproved, be careful to re- 
peat them, and keep them mov- 
ing briskly, and make a hand- 
some addition to them. Assume. 
the fact, that the very existence. 
of such a state of things proves, 
that the minister’s usefulness is. 
gone. Proless a strong regard 
for the peace of the parish, and, 
at the same time, inflame the 
passions of anger, malice, and 
envy, by every species of false- 
hood, and every vulgar artifice, 
which ingenuity can devise. 
Seek occasion to converse with 
your minister on the parish dif- 
ficulties; and a moderate share 
of cunning will enable you to ac- 
cuse him openly and publicly oi 
falsehood. By this time a great 
number of persons, scattered 
through the vicinity, will begin 
to say, The man must have been 
imprudent; he must have given 
some occasion, or these stories 
could not exist. His usefulness 
is gone; and the sooner he leaves 
his people the better.” But Ict 
us return to the narrative. 

The parish meeting above 
mentioned wds held on the 8th 
of Oct. 1810. The opposition to 
Mr. Codman had by this time 
galned such strength as to carry 
the following vote; viz. “Phat 
the Rev. Mr. Codman be re- 
quested to exchange with the 
ministers who compose the Bos- 
ton association of which ke is 4 
member.”* A conumintee ci 


* Previously to obtaining the above-cited 
vote, the opposers of Mr. ©. toox un- 
weavied pains Lo obtain a majority. “They 
held frequent meetings to consult on the 
subject. Some of the more wealthy, who 
employed many labovers, threaicued te 


1314. 


thirteen was appointed to pre- 
sent this vote to Mr. Codman, 
and to receive an answer. At 
an adjourned meeting, an answer 
was reported in the following 
words: “That he (Mr. C.] can- 
not pledge himself to exchange 
with any man, or any body of 
men, whatever.” The parish 
then proceeded to vote, 40 to 35, 
that ‘the connexion between them- 
selves and Mr. Codman become 
extinct.” They also-voted, “that 
a committee be chosen to write 
to the ministers in the several 
towns, with whom the Rev. Mr. 
Codman has been in the habit 
of exchanging, requesting them 
not to pfireach in his fiucfit any 
more, until the difficulties, which 
now seriously threaten the par- 
ish with destruction, are remov- 
ed.”’ 

The committee wrote a circu- 
lar, in accordance with the pre- 
ceding vote, and addressed it to 
the Rev. Mr. Greenough hd 
the Rev. Mr. Homer. of New- 
ton, the Rey. Dr. Morse, of 
Charlestown, the Rey. Dr. Grif- 
fin and the Rev. Mr. Hunting- 
ton, of Boston, the Rev. Mr. 
Suong, of Randolph, the Rev 
Mr. Bates, of Dedham, and the 
Rev. Mr. Gile, of Milton. For 
this curious document the read- 


put laborers out of employment, and to 
sue Others who were indebted to thein, 
unless they would vote against Mr. Cod- 
mau. It has been stated by members of 
that party, that at their meetings for 
consultation and preparation, the more 
wealthy treated the rest very generously 
with spirituous liquors. On the days of 
‘the parish meetings, all the voters of the 
opposition were rallied. 

Mr. Codman’s friends, on the contrary, 
were apparently overawed, and astonish- 
ei, by the violence with which the oppo- 
siton was conducted. Being friends of 
peace, and entirely unused to such a state 
rf parish war, they shrunk from the con- 
‘et. 
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er is referred to the Proceedings, 
pp. 29,30. This measure was 
not less inconsistent with the 
preceding mea ures, than un- 
precedented in its character. Dr. 
Morse and Mr. Huntington were 
members of the Boston associa- 
tion, and the parish had endeav- 
ored to compel Mr. Codman to 
exchange with ministers of that 
association, “indiscriminately ;” 
yet these two gentlemen are 
now requested not to exchange 
with Mr. Codman. The disaf- 
fected party had professed no 
dissatisfaction with the labors of 
any of the gentlemen above- 
named, but had requested Mr. 
Codman to enlarge the circle of 
his exchanges. As he declined 
pledging himself to do this, they 
were determined that he should 
not exchan:e at all, nor even ad- 
mit into Ais pulpit some of his 
highly respected brethren tn the 
ministry, against whom they 
could state no objection... Fur- 
ther; professing the strongest 
desire of promoting peace and 
harmony in the churches, they 
wrote a letter to eight pastors 
of neighboring churches, which 
could hardly be construed any 
otherwise, than as a direct insult 
to Mr. Codinan and those to 
whom it was written. 

Before the transmission of this 
letter, Mr. Codman had agreed 
upon an exchange with one of 
the gentlemen to- whom the let- 
ter was addressed. It was not 
thought that the arrangement 
should be altered, in conse- 
quence of the receipt of sucha 
letter. When the Sabbath ar- 


rived, and the gentleman was 
about entering the door of Mr. 
Codman’s church, he was nearly 
surrounded by these lovers of 
peace and concord, and rudely 








i 
— 


264 Review of the Dorchester Controversy. 


and boisterously assailed by sev- 
eral passionate voices at once. 
In the afternoon, he was aguin 
attacked in a similar manner, 
though with increased violence. 
He was strrounded by persons, 
who conducted in the style of an 
angry mob, and demanded ‘why 
he came thither?’ to which he 
replied, that ‘he came to preach 
the Gospel.” He was charged 
with impudence, and not suffer- 
ed to proceed till he had repeat- 
edly demanded a passage. 

Dr. Morse and Mr. Bates 
wrote long and affectionate, 
though plain, and faithful, let- 
ters to the committee, which 
one would think, must nave ex- 
cited some feelings of shame 
and compunttion; but which 
were never communicated to the 
parish, though writtcn with the 
express design of being thus 
communicated. Mr. Bates’s let- 
ter was, in fact, addressed “to 
the second parish in Dorches- 
ter.’ Pro. pp. 36—42. We 
regret that our limits will not 
permit us to make extracis from 
these interesting letters. 

During the progress of the 
outragcous proceedings, which 
we have been detailing, Mr. 
Codman’s friends felt it to be 
their duty to give him a public 
and formal proof of their attach- 
ment. Accordingly, seventy 
three male members of his par- 
ish signed and presented an af- 
fectionate address, from which 
we select the following passage: 


“Nearly all your parishioners appear 
satisfied with your performances, and 
acknowledge you have conformed to the 
doctrines and principles held out to us in 
your communication, previous to your 
ordination; and the foundation of the dif- 
ficulties professedly is, your declining to 
exchange ministerial labors with the as- 
sociation of ministers to which you be- 


Juxt, 


long. And you know by the frequent 
applications and individual requests of ma 
ny of the subscribers, that we should be 
very happy to see all gratified in that re- 
spect, as far as circumstances and a differ- 
ence of theological sentiments would per- 
mit. But, the right being vested in you 
by the custom of ages, to decide in respect 
to exchanges, and as many difficulties 
may exist which are unknown, or not 
understood by us, and are not under your 
control, but depend in a great degree on 
the opinion and econvenieace of other 
ministers aud their people, such gratifica- 
tions cannot be demanded as our right 
without an invasion of the right of oth- 
ers, which we hope our brethren in the 
majority will take into their serious con- 
sidcration, and will see that their reason. 
able request, as it is termed, by their 
subsequent proceedings has grown up in- 
to a most positive demand; and, as we 
have all the same interest to promote, and 
reconciliation is very desirable, we hope 
that we shall not, on either side, be gov- 
erned by gur feelings, but by our judg- 
ment,—not by our prejudices, but by our 
reason, and that we may not be influen- 
ced by the ealumny, threats, or fear of 
man, but by a regard for justice, and by 
the love ef God and our neighbor.” _p. 
$1. 


-This address was succeeded 
by another, signed by one hun- 
dred and eighty one female mem- 
bers ofthe parish. The spirit 
and temper of this paper will 
¢ppear from the perusal of the 
following sentences: 


*“We, beloved Sir, when you were set- 
tled as our pastor, echoed the voice of joy 
that proceeded from our husbands, fa- 
thers, brothers and friends; and although 
we could not beeome public advocates tor 
your settlement, the eye of approbation 
disclosed the happiness of the heart. The 
power of sympathy has never been deni- 
ed us; the virtue of sincerity we hope is 
not withhell. ,With affectionate sy mpa- 
thy and Christian sincerity, we beseech 
you to bear up against the host of troubles 
that beset vou, and like a good soldier ot 
Christ, having on the whole armor of the 
gospel, we hope you will ight manfully, 
and come off conqueror and more that 
conqueror, in this important conflict. 

‘You have this consolation and our 
hearts gratefully bear witness to the 
trath,—that your preaching has fot been 
in vain, but, that by a blessing atrending 
your faithful and aflectionaie administre- 
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tion of the word; many of us have been 
awkened, comforted, animated, and 
strengthened. ” p. 3. 


Of these addresses Mr. C. 
took suitable notice in an anni- 
versary sermon preached soon 
after, and of which an extract is 
given at p. 32. 

About this time, another ad- 
veruisement appeared, in the 
Centinel and the Chronicle, of 
fering 69 pews for sale, and con- 
taining a gross insult on Mr. 
Codman. It was prepared and 
inserted by the leaders of the 
disaffected party; and for no oth- 
er imaginable purpose, than to 
give some public expression 
of their spicen and resent- 
ment.* 

During the progress of the 
controversy, Mr. Codman’s op- 
posers gradually withdrew from 
public worship, till scarcely any 
of them attended; yet his con- 
eregation gradually increased, 
as many persons, who did not be- 
long to the parish, chose to at- 
tend oa his ministrations. In 
Jan. 1811, a number of the in- 
habitants of Dorchester and Rox- 
bury petitioned the legislature 
for permission to join Mr. Cod- 
man’s parish. The petition was 
referred to the next General 
Court by consent, and never af- 
ter brought up, as it was sup- 
posed that a general law, passed 
ut the same session, rendered 
any legislative interference in 
this particular case unnecessary. 
We mention this to shew, that 
Mr. C. had encouragements mit.- 
eled with his trials. 


. 

*It is understood that the Editor of 
the Ceutinel knew nothing of the ad- 
Vertisement till after it was inserted. 
Utherwise he would not have suffered it to 
appear, 

Ver, X. 
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In April 1811, another address 
was presented to Mr. C, by his 
friends, in which they declared, 
‘that they saw nothing to justify 
the origin or continuance of the 
existing evils,’ ahd gave assur- 
ance of their ‘determination to 
support him as their pastor, so 
long as he should continue to 
sustain his present character as 
a minister of the Gospel, and 
give no other occasion of com- 
plaint than that which was alleg- 
ed againsthim.’ This address 
was signed by fifty-four. 

At a parish meeting, June 24, 
18il, a committee was appoint- 
ed tu act under the following in- 
structions: 1, Torequesta sep- 
aration between Mr. C, and his 
people. 2. In case Mr. C, 
should decline such a separa- 
tion, to propose a mutual eccle- 
slastical council. 3. In case Mr. 
C. should not accede to either of 
the above propositions, to call 
an ex farte council, prepare ar- 
ticles of charge, &c. &c. In these 
proceedings, the parish distinct- 
ly recognized Mr. C. as their 
pastor, though they had declar- 
ed, eight months before, that the 
connexion was extinct. Soor 
after a council had been deter- 
mined on by the parish, Mr. 
Codman’s friends met, and ap- 
pointed a committee tuassist him 
in his defence, should it be ne- 
cessary. A discussion arose be- 
tween the parish committee and 
Mr. C., as to the mode of com- 
munication, which, it was finally 
agreed, should be in writing. 
The committee then requested 
an answer to the first prop- 
osition. Mr. C., in reply, goes 
into a statement of the manner 
in which he was settlec, and of 
the open and explicit declaration 

34 
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of his religious sentiments, 
which he then made, on pur- 
pose to avold “future difficul- 
ties.” He laments, that an 
opposition should have been ex- 
cited by some of his parishion- 
ers, ‘who openly profess a sys- 
tem entirely opposite to the one, 
upon which he was settled.’ He 
ireelv yields to his opposers per- 
fect liberty of conscience, while 
he claims itfor himself. He as- 
serts his fidelity in the perform- 
ance of his pastoral duties, pro- 
fesses a strong attachment to his 
people, desires the parish to re- 
consider their proceedings, and 
requests, if the application oe 
his dismission should be persist 

in, that the committee anid 
state the reasons for a separation, 


with all the specific articles of 


complaint against him. This 
reply appears to have given great 
offence to the committee, as an 
evasion of their request. They 
refused to State their reasons and 
their charges, on the ground 
that it was impossible for Mr. C. 
to be unacquainted with them. 
"Through ignorance of the mean- 
ing of the word osrenszdle, they 
stumbled upon it, in such a man- 
neras to give, unintentionally, a 
just description of the whole 
controversy. “J must theretore 
repeat, Rey. Sir,” says the chair- 
man of the committee, “that you 
cannot be at a loss to know what 
the ostensible ground of com- 
plaint is with the parish.” ro. 
a. Sle 

Mr. C. returned for answer, 
‘that if the committee were 
ready to say, that they had no 
other reasons for wishing a sep- 
aration, than those which form- 
ed “the ostensible ground of com- 
plaint,’ by which he understood 
the objections that had been 
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made respecting his exchanges, 
his answer would be as une- 
quivocal as they could desire; 
but. if they had other charges, 
he wished to see them particu- 
larly stated.’ This Ictter was 
also construed as an evasion, and 
the committee requested an an- 
swer to the second proposition; 
i. e. the calling of a mutual ec- 
clesiastical council. Mr. C, ar- 
rues at some length, in reply, 
to show the reasonableness of 
his request, utterly disclaims 
any design to evade their prop- 
ositlons, expresses his willing- 
ness to unite in a council, 
(though he sees no necessity for 
it,) and concludes by insisting on 
being furnished with ali the 
shecific articles in writing, as @ 
condition absolutely indisfiensa- 
ble. 

The committee next make 
sad complaints of the ‘‘dze of 
conduci,”’ which Mr. C. hae 
pursued, decline stating their ar- 
ticles of charge, and think such 
a statement will be inseason altci 
he shall have answered the first 
proposition, or agreed to join 
them in calling a council. They 
decide, however, ‘that Mr. C.’s 
usefulness as a minister of the 
Gospel in that society is, in theit 
Opinion, atan end.’ 

As no reasons were urged by 
the Committee to prove the ne- 
cessity of a separation, except 
the ostensible one above men- 
tioned, Mr. C. gave a negative 
answer to the first proposition. 
As to a council, he refused to 
proceed till his request to be 
furnished with,the specific arti- 
cles of complaint should be com- 
plied with. 

The committee, after some 
cavilling and complaining, a* 
length consent to exhibit ‘those 
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articles of complaint which at 
the present time they may have 
a knowledge of;’ but they cau- 
tiously add; “that it is their in- 
tention to offer to the council ev- 
ery article of complaint, which 
has transpired, not within their 
knowledge, or which may trans- 
pire before the result of the 
council.’ Mr.C. replied, as he 
very obviously might, that he did 
not wish the committee to exhib- 
it‘articles of complaint of which 
they had no knowledge, or which 
had not yet transpired!’ He re- 
monstrated against being tried 
in vefereace to such charges; 
but expressed his willingness 
to unite with the disaffected 
xembers of his society in choos- 
ing a mutual council, upon their 
exhibiting, in writing, “all the 
articles of complaint which Aad 
transpired, and of which’* the 
committee had a knowledge.’ 

This letter appears to have 
given great oifence to the com- 
mittee. They spiritediy declare, 
that they “will not agree to a 
proposition, that may deprive 
them of bringing forward and 
laying before the council, all 
such articles of charge, or caus- 
cs of complaint, as, in their opin- 
ion, may be thought expedient.” 
They threaten to break off 
the communication, ‘unless a 
speedy and satisfactory decision 
ean be had on tne point in dis- 
pute,’ and to proceed to the 
third head of instructions in the 
parish vote; i.e. to call an 
ec farte councd. They com- 
piain of the month’s delay, 
which had been occasioned by 
the correspondence. 

Mr. C. adhered to his deter- 
mination; but tae committee 
again refused to accede to it, 
appwlnted a time and place, at 
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which to choose a mutual coun- 
cil, and invited Mr. C. te attend. 
This he utteriy declined, till the 
articles of complaint should be 
furnished; and went into a con- 
siderable argument to show, 
what is indeed very evident, the 
reasonableness of his request. 
He urged, that even the parish 
vote described the council as be- 
ing chosen ‘to hear and deter 
mine all mattersof controversy 
existing between him and the so- 
ciety;’ which precluded the idea 
of being tried on articles of com- 
plaint, which had not then trans- 
pired, 

The committee met, at the 
time and place appointed, to cali 
a mutual council; but,as Mr. C. 
did not join them, they proceed- 
ed nofurther. Nearly a month 
elapsed before any other ste]t 
was taken. The committee then 
came forward with all the arti- 
cles of complaint, which they 
could muster, reserving the 
right of stating any additional 
arlicles, provided any new caus- 
es of complaint should transpire; 
in which case they would season- 
ably furnish Mr. Codman with a 
copy. 

The correspondence between 
Mr. C. and the committee, after 
the parish had determined on a 
council and before the specific 
articles of complaint were ex- 
hibited, is extended through 
nineteen letters, some of them 
of considerable length. The 
committee are often querulous 
and disposed to make great dif- 
ficulties out of little things. Mr. 
C. is patient, self- possessed, and 
steadfast in his resolutions. Ma- 
ny topics are started, which we 
have not decmed it necessary 
to notice; but it appeared to us 
that the reader could hardly be 
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in possession of the case with- 
cut a brief sketch of this corres- 
pondence. 

The articles of complaint, or 
the reasons why the parish wish- 
ed the pastoral connexion be- 
iween Mr. C. and his people 
dissolved, are these: 


“ist. Because the great disappointment, 
that a respectable number of your Church, 
and a majority of your society, have expe- 
rienced at your not exchanging ministerial 
labors, with the Rev. Clergy composing 
the Boston Association generally, more 
especially those that were present and 

verformed at the dedication of the meet- 

g-house, and at the organization of the 
Church; and those that were particularly 
concerned and assisted in your ordina- 
tion; which the parish had every reason to 
expect, from your intimations, both ante- 
ecdent and subsequent to your settlement. 

“2d. Because, though we would not de- 

ny to a minister all discretion in the 
choice of those with whom he changes 
pulpits; yet you have, in our opinion, gone 
in this respect, to such an impreper and 
unwarrantable extreme, as in effect to 
make us a separate religious society; cut- 
ting us off from that intercourse with the 
zrreater part of those Christian societies 
fand of our Own denomination) with which 
*»e have been on terms of friendship and 
communion. 

“3d. Because we conceive, that the lee- 
tures and religious rneetings which you ap- 
point, or encourage, are so frequent, and 
held at such times and places, as that they 
tend rather to disorder and the interrup- 
tion of domestic union, comfort, and du- 
ties, than to the promotion of the social 
virtues and genuine religion. 

“ith. Beeause of your unfeeling and un- 
natural conduct, in attempting to prevent 
the neighbers and friends of Mr. Thomas 
Crehore, from attending the funeral of his 
son, by urging several of them personally 
te attend your lecture; and requesting 
them te call on your friends todo hkewise; 
also, threatening to forsake them, in case 
ef refusal. 

*$th. Because you personally, or by 
tour instigation, circulated eards in Rey. 
Mr. Havrris’s parish, respecting the cate- 
ehism, cautioning them to beware of inno- 
vation; undoubtedly meaning for them to 
guard against their Rev. Pastor; who had 
previously introduced Dr. Watts’s Cate- 
ehism, agreeably to the printed directions 
of the School Committee of which you are 
a member. 

“Oth. Because of your overbe iring con- 
Mica in neglect of the wishes of a mowrity 
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of the parish in admitting into the pulpit a 
number of ministers, whom the parish, at 
a legal meeting, had requested not to 
preach therein, until their difficulties had 
subsided; also, your endeavoring to pre- 
vent the customary tolling the bell for a 
funeral, as an interference with your lec- 
ture. 

“7th. Because of your disrespectful ob- 
servations, towards some of your fathers 
and brethren in the ministry, who, we 
believe, sustain unimpeachable characters, 
both as men and Christians. 

“8th. Finally, because we conceive, that, 
while your ministerial relation to us shall 
continue, there will be no prospect of the 
restoration of that harmony, peace, and 
brotherly love, which have been so unhap- 
pily interrupted, and which we ardently 
wish may soon return.” pp. 65, 66. 


About the same time, seven ag- 
grieved members of the church 
preferred articles of charge a- 
gainst Mr. C,, to be laid before a 
church-meeting, which they had 
previously requested to be called. 
These articles are, in substance, 
(for we cannot spare room to 
print them at large,) as follows: 

1. “We are aggrieved because 
we fully believe, that you have 
designedly practised upon us the 
arts of deception.” Under this 
head two instances are specified. 

2. ‘Because Mr. C.’s refusing 
to exchange ministerial }abors, 
&c. &c, is inconsistent with the 
Charitable spirit of the Gospel, 
and tends to interrupt, if not de- 
Stroy, the fellowship of this 
church with the neighboring 
churches.’ 

3. ‘Because Mr, C. had ex- 
changed with some miunisiers, 
who had been requested not to 
preach 3m his pulpit.’ 

4. ‘Because Mr. C. had vio- 
lated an express rule of Christ, 
by refusing an aggrieved brother 
an Opportunity to tell his griev- 
ances in priyate.’ 

“Phe church formally took up 
these complaints, and referred 
them to a committee, with all 
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the matters to which they relat- 
ed. To this. committee Mr. C. 
addressed a long letter, taking 
up each charge and vindicating 
himself from every just cause ef 
complaint. His statements in 
this defence, as afterwards ap- 
eared before the council, were 
remarkably accurate; his mode 
of discussing the various topics 
is temperate and dignified; and 
his reasoning perfectly conclu- 
sive. The defence occupies 
fourteen pages; and ought to be 
read attentively by any person, 
who wishes to understand the 
subject fully. The aggrieved 
brethren refused to produce any 
evidence in support of their 
charges, on the pretence that 
the church was prejudiced in 
favor of Mr. Codman and had 
nothing to do with the subject; 
whereas the church is, according 
to the Cambridge plattorm, the 
only proper tribunal for the trial 
ef such cases, unless the parties 
and the church agree upon some 
other method of terminating 
their difficulties. The commit- 
tee of the church enter into a 
full examination of the various 
allegations, so far as they have 
the opportunity of judging, and 
make no objection to a mutual 
eounciJ, though they see no 
necessity of such a measure. 

At this time, Mr. C. entered 
into an arrangement, which a- 
mounted to a voluntary relin- 
quishment of a great part of his 
salary, though the whole had 
uever been equal to his necessa- 
ry expenses. 

After all these preparations 
had been made, the calling ofa 
mutual council Game very near 
being defeated, as the parish 
committee could not prevail on 
themselves to give up the 
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chance of preferring ahy new 
charges, which might be discov- 
ered before the sitting of the 
council. This obstacle was at 

length removed; and it was a- 

greed that the council should 

decide, as to the propriety of 
admitting new articles of charge, 

There seems to have been little 
occasion for so much pertinacity 
on this point; for the parish 
gave Mr. C. notice, before the 
sitting of the council, that the 
third articie of charge would be 
abandoned. Indeed, the legal 
advisers of the parish eommit- 
tec, as we have learned from 
authentic sources, would have 
much preferred, that the subject 
of exchanges should be the only 
ground of complaint. The third 
articie, it will be recollected, 
had reference toe the frequency 
of religious meetings, which 
Mr. C. nad encouraged in the 
parish. Had this article re- 
mained among the charges, he 
would have confessed to the 
Council, what he admitted in 
his defence tothe church, that 
he had- established a weekly 
lecture, on Luesday afternoons; 
and that he had encouraged 
prayer-meetings, in different 
parts of the patish. 

A mutual council was at length 
agreed upon, to consist of twelve 
ministers and a delegate from 
each of their churches; six of 
the churches to be selected by 
Mr. C. and six by the parish 
committee. The ministers and 
delegates from the churches se- 
lected by Mr. Codman, were ghe 
loilowing: viz. 


From the church in Medfield, 
The Rey. Thomas Prentiss, D. D. 
Artemas Woodward, Delegate . 
Hatfield, Rev. Joseph Lyman, D. D, 
Isaac Maltby, Del. 
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Newton, Rev. William Greenouzh, 
Dea. Joseph Adams, Dei: 
Worcester, Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D. 
Moses N. Child, Del. 
Charlestown, Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D. D. 
Jeremiah Evarts, Del. 
Salem, Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. 
John Punchard, Del. 


The ministers and delegates 
from the churches selected by 
the parish committee, were the 
following: viz. 

From the church in Bridgewater, 

The Rev. John Reed, D. D. 

; Simeon Keith, Delegate. 

Watertown, Rev. Riehard R. Elliot, 
Dea. Moses Coolidge, Del. 
Dedham, Rev. Thomas Thacher, 
Dea. John Richards, Del. 
Worcester, Rev. Aaron Bancroit, D. D 
Joseph Allen, Del. 
Weston, Rev. Samue! Kendall, D. D. 
Nathan Hagar, Del. 
Lancaster, Rev. Nathaniel ‘Thayer, 
Ebenezer Torrey, Del. 


The council met on Wednes- 
day, Oct. 30, 1811, and was oc- 
cupied in the public hearing of 
the parties, by themselves, their 
agents, and advocates, till Sat- 
urday. The Hon. Samuel Dex- 
ter, Esq. and Benjamin Parsons, 
Esq. managed the cause of the 
parish; the Rev. Mr. Bates, of 
Dedham, appeared as the advo- 
cate of Mr. Codman; and Danic! 
Davis, Esq. the Solicitor Gener- 
al,as representing Mr. Codman’s 
iriends. The discussion of all 
the various topics was ample, 
and was closed by Mr. Dexter 
on Saturday, in an_ elaborate 
speech of three hours. Were 
that speech in print, we should 
think it peculiarly worthy of ex- 
amination. 

The council met again on the 
Monday following, and continu- 
ed their deliberations till Thurs- 
day, when their decision, techui- 
cally calied their result, was pub- 
lished, In regard to the account, 


which we propose to give of the 
private discussions in the coun- 
cil, it is proper to say, that we 
have not inserted it without tak- 


ing great pains to have it cor- 


rect. 

It ought here to be stated, 
that Mr. Codman utterly declin- 
ed offering any testimony to 
show with what temper the op- 
position had been carried on, 
any further than was implied in 
the reading of the written doc- 
uments in chronological order. 
lie wished to criminate no one; 
but simply to defend himself. 
Supposing the case to be clearly 
in his favor, and hoping that the 
council would pronounce it to be 
so, he was unwilling to offer any 
testimony, which, though highly 
illustrative of the true nature of 
the controversy, would probably 
increase the irritation of his op- 
posers. He earnestly wished to 
de them good, and to discharge 
all the duties of a faithful pastor 
to them. 

At the formation of the coun- 
cil, the Rev. Dr. Prentiss was 
appointed Moderator, and the 
Rev. Mr. Thayer, and the Rey. 
Dr. Worcester, Scribes. 

In the course of the public 
proceedings, the 7th and 8th 
charges made by the parish were 
abandoned; the one being ob- 
jected to as too indefinite, the 
other as being no charge at all. 

Upon the remaining charges; 
the council expressed their de- 
cision as follows: 


“Voted, 1. That the charge of inten- 
tional deception, 28 stated in the first spe- 
ciiication ot the aggrieved brethren, Aas 
not been supported. 

2. That the charge of intentional de- 
ception, as statediu the second specifica- 
tion of the same article has net been sup- 
perted. 
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3. That the charge of having violated 
an express rule of Christ, in refusing an 
aggrieved brother an opportunity to tell 
his grievances, as stated in the fourth ar- 
ticle of the aggrieved brethren, has not 
heen supported; although it appears, that 
the Rev. Mr. Codman and brother Field 
misunderstood each other in the attempt 
to take the first step. 

4. That the eharge of unfeeling and 
annatural conduct, as stated im the 
fourth* article of the parish, is not sup- 
ported; as it appears, that the interfer- 
ence of the Rev. Mr. Codman, in the ten- 
der obsequies of a funeral, was made un- 
der peculiar circumstances; and that his 
subsequent explanations ought to be eon- 
sidered as satisfactory. 

5. ‘Lhat the circulation of a card by 


the Rev Mr. Codman, in the town of 


Dorchester, aluded to in the fifth artiele 
of the charges of the parish, was an in- 
discreet and improper act,f although tt is 
not proved, that there was an evil or un- 
christian design in the transaction. 

6. That as the parties who brought for- 
ward articles third of the aggrieved breth- 
ren, and sixth of the parish, deemed them 
unimportant, ths council consider them 
as virtually withdrawn. 


* This reference is,in the original min- 
ites to the third article, as the preced- 
tng article had been withdrawn. 

~ For an explanation of the crcum- 
stances, ditending the circulation of the 
Card, the reader is referred to Rev. 
“Mr. Codman’s Defence, pages 76,77, of 
the Proceedings. The card is in the 
‘SA NECESSARY CAU- 
TION. Jnnovaiions are dangerous. “If 
can sincerely declare,’ said that great 
and good mun, Dr. Watts, in his preface 
to us Catechisms for Children, “‘that it 
is far from my design or my wish to ex- 


c'nde the Assembly's Catechism out of 


religious families; for if that should 
once be done, I have much reason. to 


jear, in our age, there would scarce 


come a betterin the room of it’ Watts’s 
Works, vol. 8, p.214. Jer. vi, 16, “Thus 
saith ithe Lord, Stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where 
es the good way, and walk therein, and ve 
shall find rest for your souls?” These 
words Ar. C. had caused to be printed 
on small pieces of paste-board about the 
xe of visiting cards. To three females, 
members of his church, Mr. C. had given 
copies of these cards for distribution. 
two of these females belonged io fami- 
“es, the heads o 
the Rev. Mr. Harris’s society. ‘The mo- 
ment Mr. C. heard, that the card cuve 
uffence, he ceased distributing wt. His 
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only otyect was, as he declares p.77, to 


which were members of 
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On the preceding votes it will 
be sufficient to remark, that the 
Ist and 2nd passed 20 to 3, and 19 
to 4,the Moderator not voting in 
any case unless his vete might 
either make or prevent a decis- 
ion. The 8rd passed, we think, 
unanimously; and the 4th, 22 to 
i. The dissenting member af- 
terwards explained, so that it 
appeared, that he did net mean 
to vote in the negative. 

On the 5th vote, the council 
were much more equally divid- 
ed than on any of the preceding, 
though the exact number, who 
voted on each side, cannot be 
stated. It is certatn, however, 
that some, who yoted in the af- 
firmative, were convinced on re- 
flection, that the vote was tco 
strongly expressed. 

Mr. C, was a member of the 
schoo] committee of the town of 
Dorchester, and acted as such 
in Using his influeuce to prevent 
the exclusion of the Assembly’s 
Catechism from the schools. 
His conduct, in this business, 
had no peculiar relation to his 
own parish. 

‘Vhe 6th vote passed, we think, 
unanimously. 

The following motion was 
then submitted to the council: 


“That in the opinion of this council, 
the aggrieved brethren and the majority 
of this parish, have just cause of com- 
plaint against the Rev. Mr. Codman for 
having neglected to exchange ministerial 
labors with the ministers of the Boston 
Association, generally, as presented in 
the seeond article of the 2ggrieved bretl- 
rep, and in the first® articie of the com- 
mittee of the parish.” 


make known the opinion of Dr. Watts 
in regard to the .issembly’s Catechism; 
especially in that town, where an attempt 
was made to erclude the issembly’s Cai- 
echisin by ite inivoduction ef Di 
Watis’s. 

* The second article of the parish was 
considered as included in the 
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This question gave rise to a 
long debate, which commenced 
on Tuesday afternoon and lasted, 
except during the necessary in- 
termissions, till Wednesday 
evening. The discussion occu- 
pied about 12 or 15 hours. All 
the clerical members of the 
council, and four of the laymen, 
offered their opinions and their 
reasons, at considerable length; 
and some of them repeatedly. 
On putting the question, the 
council was found to be equally 
divided, the ministers and dele- 
gates from the churches select- 
ed by the parish committee yot- 
ing in the affirmative, and the 
other part of the council in the 
negative. So the motion did 
not prevail. The above-cited 
proceedings, with a suitable in- 
troduction, and a closing exhor- 
tation to peace and moderation, 
were published on Thursday, as 
the result of the council. 

The question respecting ex- 
changes was considered by all 
parties as the only important 
question. It was repeatedly 
stated by the agents of Mr. 
Codman’s opposers, during the 
public hearing, that if he would 
agree to exchange with the min- 
isters of the Boston association 
generally, all ather difficulues 
could be settled in five minutes, 
The council directed their prin- 
cipal attention, therefore, to the 
discussion and decision of this 
point. As this isa new subject 
to many, it will not be deemed 
uninteresting or improper to 
give an abstract of the argu- 
ments on cach side, so far as 
they can now be ascertained: In 
doing this, it will be most con- 
venient to represent the argu- 
ments as offered by the speak- 
€is on each side without any 


JUNE, 


further discrimination; though 
in fact some topics were dwelt 
upon by one member, and some 
by another, 

It was urged in favor of the 
above-cited motion, 

‘That Mr, C. had for so long 
atime declined exchanging with 
the greater part of the members 
of the Boston Association, and 
in such circumstances, that his 
neglect to exchange with them 
is tantamount to a refusal. Such 
a refusal is a denial of their 
ministerial character. It is a 
condemnation of a large and 
respectable body of men un- 
heard, a body of men whose 
ministerial and moral character 
no person will be bold enough 
to call in question; a body of 
men entitled to particular re- 
gard from the stations which 
they occupy, and the reputation 
which they sustain. Such a 
course of conduct as Mr. C. has 
pursued, must be considered as 
having a tendency to injure the 
character of these yentlemen, to 
impeach their fidelity, and to 
stigmatize them as_ heretics. 
Though Mr. C. is admitted to 
have been sincere and conscien- 
tious in his practice on this 
point, yet he may have been er- 
roncous and uncharitable in 
forming his opinions, and in de- 
termining to act in accordance 
with them. In the view of those 
who advocate this motion, he 
was so; and though his error is 
not of such a character as to de- 
stroy his usefulness in other 
places, it wil render it improp- 
er for him to continue in his 
present pastoral relation, unless 
he should feel convinced of his 
error, and enter upon a more 
liberal course of conduct. 

‘It is not to be supposed, that 
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any minister, who should ex- 
change with Mr. Codman, would 
enter upon controverted points, 
or preach in such a manner as 
to bring him or his opinions in- 
to discredit with his people. No 
man would be so indiscreet, or 
so unkind or uncharitable, a3 to 
do this. 

‘The interchange of ministe- 
rial labors tends to promote har- 
mony, peace, and charity. It 
unites neighboring societies in 
bonds of affection. It causes 
the ministers, who exchange 
with each other, to feel a lively 
interest in each other’s happiness 
and success in the ministry. A 
refusal to commence an inter- 
course of this nature, unless sup- 
ported by good reasons, is a vio- 
lation of that charity, which 
ought to subsist between minis- 
ters of the same Gospel. If a 
minister 1s unworthy to be ad- 
mitted into the pulpit of another 
minister, he is unworthy to 
preach. But while he contin- 
ues worthy to preach,— while he 
is received and acknowledged by 
his brethren, and by the church- 
es, aS a faithful Christian bish- 
op, it is highly improper to de- 
ny him that character, either di- 
rectly, or implicitly. 

‘If a difference in regard to 
particular doctrines is allowed 
to interpose a scparating wall 
between brethren, it is impossi- 
ble to tell where the evil will 
stop. Scarcely any two minis- 
ters think alike onull passages 
of Scripture. Must all withhold 
communion with each other, be- 
cause, in regard to some point 
or other, a difference of opinion 
exists? In almost every associa- 
tion of ministers, there is a con- 
siderable diversity of opinion. 
Hat this diversiiy is perfectly 

Vor X. 
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compatible with mutual respect 
and affection. | 

‘It is admitted, that the right 
of controlling his own exchanges 
belongs to Mr. Codman. The 
pulpit is to be under his direc- 
tion, and his ministerial inter- 
course must be conducted ac- 
cording to his discretion. But 
he must exercise a wise and 
charitalie discretion. He must 
not forget, that the people have 
rights as well as hej—rights 
which they will claim, and which 
cught to be regarded. If his 
sense of duty is such, that he 
cannot indulge his people in 
thcir wishes, in felation to this 
subject, he may be avery useful 
minister in some other place, 
whers the same combination of 
circumstances does not exist.’ 

In opposition to the motion it 
Was urged, 

‘That Mr. C has done noth- 
ing to bind himself, in relation 
to exchanges, any further than 
he is bound by the mere act of 
enterlig into the pastoral rela- 
tion. He has made no contract 
with his peopie on the subject. 
He has made no promise to 
exchange. On the contrary, he 
deciared before his settlement, 
what he has frequently and for- 
maily repeated since, that he 
could net pledge himself to ex- 
Change with ahy man, or body 
of men, whatever. This declar- 
ation he has never invatidaved, 
or contradicted, by word or ac- 
tion. Nor bas there been the 
least evidence, that he has 
pledged himself not to exchange 
with any man, or body of men, 
whatever. His duty, whenever 
and wherever he shall discover 
it, be has expressed himself 
ready and desirous to perform, 
What that duty will be, in cer- 

35 
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tain future and imaginable cir- 
cumstances, he has not ventured 
to foretcl. All the facts in this 
casey which have any bearing on 
the subject, are few and plain. 
Mr. Codman has been settled 
about three years in Dorchester, 
During that time he has ex- 
changed ministerial labors with 
a considerable number of neigh- 
boring ministers. For about 
two years, a part of his people 
have expressed a great desire 
that he should exchange with 
certain others. With this desire 
he has not complied. He has 
declared, however, that in his 
exchanges, as well as in all parts 
of his ministerial conduct, he 
shall be guided by a sense of 
duty, and shall comply with the 

wishes of his people so far as 
his duty will permit. He stands, 
therefore, in the same situation 
as every other minister, so far 
as his own engagements are con- 
cerned; and the question before 
this council is, whether they are 
called upon to interfere, and to 


establish a compulsory system of 


exchanges. 

‘As Mr. C. has entered into 
no express agreement on this 
subject, and as his declarations 
have been always” guarded 
aguinst furnishing an appear- 
ance, or a pretence, of such an 
ugrecment, it Is further to be 
observed, that his letter on re- 
ceiving an invitation to settie, 
and his repeated declarations 
since, have uniformly implied, 
that he would not consider him- 
self as bound to any prescribed 
course of exchanges. He wished 
io remain.ftree to act according 
to his own opiniuns of duty, in 
this matter, and not to preclude 
himself, by any unneceseary en- 
gagement, from forming his 
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Opinions with deliberation, and 
on the surest foundations. 

‘Nor can it be said, that. by 
entering the Boston Association 
Mr. C. virtually engaged to ex- 
change with the members, 
There never bas been any regu- 
lar course of exchanges in this 
body; much less any compulsory 
course. A certain gentleman 
in this Association has never 
exchanged with the other mem- 
bers; and many of the members 
exchange with each other very 
seldom, if at all.* 

‘It may be proper here to de- 
scribe an exchange. It is not 
an act necessary to communion. 
It is merely a supply of the pul- 
pit, occasionally suitable and 
proper all! things considered; but 
in order to be either useful or 
proper, It should be pertectly 
voluntary on both sides. It 
should never bear the aspect 
of constraint or compulsion. 
Though an exchange is an ad- 
mission of ministerial character, 
a refusal to exchange does not 
imply a denial of ministerial 
character. Such a refusal may 
be mace for many reasons, which 
have no rejation to such charac- 


* Mr. Emerson in his history of the 
first church in Boston, and while deserib- 
ing the origin of this very association, says, 
“Perhaps there is not a place in the 
world, where the independeuce of individ- 
ual churches is more pertecily enjoy ed, 
than in this metropolis and its vicinity.” 
Again, he says, “The independence of 
congregational churches in Boston has 
been maintained from the beginning; and 
perhaps their ffeedom will best be pre- 
served by keeping clear of entangling al- 
liances.” Itis very remarkable, that an 
attempt should have been made to compel 
a member of this very association to enter 
into entangling allicnces with the other 
members, and that such an attempt 
should have reccived the warmest support 
from the most vehement declaimers in fa- 
vor of the independence of churches.and 
ministers, 
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ter. A mere neglect to ex- 
change,which is all that has been 
proved against Mr. C. is not in 
the slightest degree disrespect- 
fulto any clergyman, either in 
relation to his publie or his pri- 
vate character. So far is this 
from being the case, that mem- 
bers of the same association 
have neglected te exchange with 
each other for twenty years, and 
yet have maintained an entire 
respect for each other. Ifan 
exchange is proposed and declin- 
ed, the person declining is un- 
der no obligation to assign a rea- 
son. Itis simply to be consid- 
ered, that he acts with sufficient 
reason, in his own opinion, and 
that his reasons may be perfect- 
ly compatible with respect and 
affection for all parties concern- 
ed. Several members of the 
Boston Association, during a 
great part of the last century, 
studiously, publicly, and system- 
atically, deelined exchanging 
with each other; yet no one sup- 
posed, that by so doing they 
brought a charge, or an im- 
peachment of ministerial char. 
acter, against each other. The 
tev. Messrs. Channing and 
Harris have declined exchang- 
with Mr. Codman; yet it is by 
no me€ans necessary to suppose, 
that they did so for improper 
or insufficient reasons, or that 
they refused toacknowledge his 
ministerial character. 

‘Has there been any usage of 
the churches in this country, 
which authorizes or requires a 
compulsory course cf exchanges? 
Nene. From the first settlement 
of this country to the present 
day, not a solitary instance of 
such a proceeding can be found. 
ls there a compulsory course of 
exchanges in England? None, so 
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far as we can find; nor was there 
ever. In Scotland? None. In 
the Presbyterian churches in 
this country! None. Among the 
consociated churches of Cons 
necticut? None, 

‘In England we find instances, 
numerous and decisive, to show 
that clergymen of the establish- 
ed church decline exchanging, 
or inviting each other into their 
pulpits, whenever their sense ot 
duty requires such a measure. 
This is done without the slight- 
est apprehension of the possibil- 
ity of an ecclesiastical censure, 
so far as can be ascertained by 
attending to the instances which 
come to our knowledge. Yet 
the clergymen of that church 
ave obliged to give their assent 
to the same creed and the same 
plan of church government, be- 
fore they can be inducted into 
office. The late amiable and 
highly revered Mr. Newton sys- 
tematically declined introducing 
into his pulpit certain clergvmen 
of the same establishment with 
himself, though he was always 
ready to interchange the offices 
of hospitality and social inter- 
course withthem. Noma», who 
knows his character, can sup- 
pose him peculiarly deficient in 
kindness and charity. 

‘There being no usage in this 
country which requires Mr. C. 
to exchange with all neighber- 
ing clergymen, and there being 
nothing in the nature of the case 
whicn requires it, we infer, That 
where there is no law there is no 
transgression, If Mr. C. is to 
be censured, it must be for some 
offence that he has committed 
If this vote passes, and Mr. C. 
refuses to succumb to it, and to 
admit that he has been aii along 
in an ervor, he Is to reccive a 
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severe punishment—no less than 
ejectmen: from his parish,and the 
avulsion of those intimate ties, 
which bind a faithful pastor to 


an affectionate people. He must 


suffer also permanently in his 
character, so far as the decision 
of this council can prevail. Js it 
possible, that this council wiil 
pass a sentence, which will diaw 
after it such consequences, un- 
less for some clear, known, well- 
defined offence? 

‘But let us look at this subject 
in a more extensive point of 
view. Had this council the 
power to make a new ecclesias- 
tical law, or an usage amounting 
to the same thing. which should 
require and compe] a prescribed 
course of exchanges, would such 
a law be wise? would it be law- 
ful? would it be tolerable? There 
are reasons, which may induce 
a candid man to doubt whether 
it would be either. Some of 
these may be distinctly speci- 
fied; many others would doubt- 
less be discovered, should such 
a law go Into operation. 

‘}. It is admitted on all hands, 
that a minister has a legal right 
to his pulpit. Mr. Dexter de: 
clared, with perfect correctness 
and propriety, that Mr. Cod- 
man’s refusal to pledge him- 
self before he was settled, “wus 
a correct reservation of his 
rights.’ What is admitted to 
have been a correct reservation 
of Mr. C.’s rights may be pre- 
sumed to be a correct reServa- 
tion of every other minister’s 
rights: and, of course, a law, 
which should render such a re- 
servation nugatory, may be pro- 
nounced a violation of those 
rl ights. 

‘But, it 1s said, an acknowledg- 
ed right may be abused. Will 


you therefore circumscribe, in- 
vade, and violate acknowledged 
rights, because they may be 
abused? Of all abuses this 
would be the most unreasonable, 
and the most monstrous. Be- 
ware of legislating in order to 
mect constryctive abuses. Evy- 
ery exercise of power or discre- 
tion may be stigmatized as an 
abuse; and the most upright and 
commendable conduct may draw 
alter it punishment, provided a 
zealous and powerlul party can 
be rallied to cry out against it as 
an abuse. The man, who hasa 
right to his own pulpit, does not 
abuse that right by preaching 
in his own pulpit. He miay, in- 
deed abuse his power by know- 
ingly introducing improper per- 
sons as the instructors of his 
people; persons unqualified to 
preach; or persons ot bad char- 
acter; or the abettors of false 
doctrine. 

‘2. It is admitted, that a min- 
ister is to exercise his own dis- 
cretion in conducting his own 
exchanges. One would think, 
that this admission precludes 
the idea of having every mem- 
ber of his parish in the first 
place, and then an ecclesiastical 
council, exercise their discre- 
uon for him. 

‘3. He is responsible for the 
instructions given to his own 
people, both in relation to doc- 
trine and practice. If he con- 
sents, that what he considers 
as pernicious error should be 
preached to them by others, he 
is just as guilty, as if he preach- 
ed the same errors himself. He 
is the overseer of his flock. 

4. He is under much better 
opportunities to judge what will 
conduce to the good of his pea- 
ple, in this particular, than other 
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persons, either withinor without 
the limits of his parish, erdina- 
rily can be. He will therefore 
decide better, ifleft independent 
and unfettered, than if obliged 
to consider every member of 
his parish as an authoritative 
adviser. 

‘5. No plan can be invented, 
which would yield so plentiful a 
harvest of parish contentions, as 
to establish the principle, that 
the parish have a right to con- 
tro] their minister, in regard to 
his minieterial intercourse. One 
man would advise his minister to 
exchange oftener with this neigh- 
bor; another with that; a third 
wouldadvise him not toexchange 
atall. ‘The advice of every man 
he could not follow. Some must 
therefore be offended. Parties 
would be formed; and parish- 
meetings would be called to as- 
ceftain the relative strength of 
the parties. Different neigh- 
boring ministers would have 
their several advocates and op- 
ponents. This year the majori- 
ty would prescribe one course 
of conduct; next year another. 
‘he minister would find himself 
the sport of temporary passions 
and prejudices. In the case 
now before this council, it ap- 
pears, that at the first trial of 
surength the parish was decid- 
ediy in favor of leaving the 
question of exchanges to the 
discretion of Mr. Codman. By 
great activity and exertion the 
majority was at length gained 
by the complainants. Will this 


council say, that a parish major- 
ity Shali prescribe what is right, 
and forbid what is wrong? If 
admitted to do so on this sub- 
ject, the same power will be 
claimed in relation to every 
other; and we shall next have 
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parish meetings to direct what 
a minister shall preach, as well 
as with whom he shal] exchange. 
Ifa parish have a right to com- 
fel a minister to exchange with 
certain neighboring ministers, 
they have a right also to forbid 
him to exchange with certain 
others, The second parish in 
Dorchester has attempted to 
exercise both these powers at 
cnce. The natural progress of 
events would be, in a parish 
quarre] on this subject, that one 
party would be laboring to com- 
pel to that, which the other 
would be straining every nerve 
to forbid. Are the ministers of 
this council willing to place 
themselves in such a situation’ 
Are the delegates willing to have 
their pastors thus exposed to the 
caprice of the majority, at every 
parish mecting‘* 

‘6. The most unsettled, mis- 
judging, and boisterous persons 
will be the most zept to dictate 
to their minister. Experience 
proves, that the most serlous, 
sedate, prayerful, discreet per- 
sons;—those who have religion 
most at heart;—are least apt to 
encroach upon a faithful munis- 
ter’s rights, and to invade his 
province. They reverence his 
office; they treat him as the em- 
bassador ef Christ; they honor 
him for his labor, his zeal, and 
his love. Very different 1s the 
conduct of those, who dislike the 
truth and all who propagate and 
defend it. They are always 
ready to interfere and to pre- 


* One of the clergymen, who voted in 
favor of the motion here under discussion, 
was soon aiter in great trepidation and 
alarm, in consequeyce of a parish diffi- 
culty, which origmated from lus exchang- 
ing with a gentleman, who happened to 
give oifence to a part of the auwence, 
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scribe the course of duty to 
their ministers. 

‘7. It is not desirable, on any 
account whatever, that there 
should be an extensive, binding, 
burdensome system of ministe- 
rial exchanges. A pastor has 
the charge of his- own people. 
For their souls he must watch, 
as one who is to give an account 
to the Lord Jesus Christ,' at the 
day of his appearing. Some 
mainisters think it useful to ex- 
change frequently; others very 


.seldom. One of the distinguish- 


ed ministers of the Presbytcrian 
churches in this country has de- 
clared, that for a considerable 
number of years he had ex- 
changed but twice. Those, who 
are acquainted with this gentle- 
man, know that he is not defi- 
cient in love and respect for his 
brethren. His own view of 
ministerial duty, and his peculi- 
ar attachment to his own people, 
led him to pursue the course 
which has been’ mentioned; 
while he was perfectly willing 
that others should pursue a dil- 
ferent course, according to their 
own judgment. 

‘8. A minister may have ma- 
ny good reasons for declining to 
exchange with a neighboring 
minister, which reasons he would 
not be justified in assigning to 
the public. To say that he shall 
exchange, or assign his reasons, 
would be reducing him toa sit- 
uation in which he could not, as 
the case might be, obey the 
plainest commands of the New 
‘Lestament. He might, for in- 
stance, have the fullest evidence, 
that a neighboring minister is a 
rank infidel. Thisis not an im- 
uginary case. It has actually oc- 
curred, Yet he might not be 
able to bring the evidence be- 


fore the public. To take amore 
common case. He might have 
the fullest conviction, that a 
neighboring minister preaches 
doctrines ruinous to the souls 
of men;—doctrines which have 
nothing of Christianity in:them; 
—doctrines which are utterly 
subversive of the Gospel. Yct 
the case might be such, as that 
no advantage would accrue from 
his making a public declaration 
of this conviction. It might be his 
duty to remain in silence, and 
to preach the truth to his own 
people. He might have a per- 
fect conviction, that the levity. 
or the anti-ministerial character, 
or the immoral character, of a 
neighboring minister ought to 
exclude him from every pulpit. 
Yet it might be improper for 
him to bring forward any public 
accusations. 

‘But it is said, that every min- 
ister is to be supposed a faith- 
ful evangelical minister, till he 
is regularly deposed. In some 
places this argument would have 
weight. It might not be appli- 
cable toexchanges; but it would 
be entitled to very respectful 
consideration. In the case of 
Mr. Codman, the use of such 
an argument certainly borders 
on the ridiculous. Supposing, 
for the sake of example, that 
Mr. C, had the most undoubted 
evidence, that any one of the 
men.bers of the Boston Associ- 
ation was a decided enemy of 
the Gospel. How is he to pro- 
cure this minister’s deposition? 
Js it not perfectly notorious, 
that many ministers of that as- 
sociation would leok with incffa- 
ble scorn upon an attempt, by 
a person not a member of their 
own church, to bring them to 
trial for error in doctrine 0? 
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practice? Is it not altogether 
probable, that their own church- 
es would dismiss with indigna- 
tion a charge. against their min- 
isters, if preferred by Mr. Cod- 
man? Is it not the principal proof 
that Boston is the most liberal 
place in the world, that the min- 
isters and churches are perfectly 
independent of all mankind, and 
amenable to no human tribunal? 

‘9, Could it be proved, that a 
diversity of opinion, on some of 
the most important doctrines of 
the Gospel, is not fundamental, 
still it would be of very per- 
nicious tendency that different 
systems should be preached from 
the same pulpit. Such a course 
would diminish the regard for 
all truth; it would bring the Bi- 
ble into contempt. 

‘It is said, that no judicious 
man would controvert Mr. Cod- 
man’s doctrines from his pulpit. 
Let it be observed, that the grand 
plea i favor of indiscriminate ex- 
changes, alleged by Mr. Cod- 
man’s opposers, is, that they want 
to hear what can be said on all 
sides. Low this will be accom- 
plished by hearing men, who 
will feel themselves bound to 
preach on no side, can hardly be 
discovered. 

‘It is said, that charity, lib- 


erality, and catholicism, require’ 


acompliannce with the wishes 
of the parish. Let us not be de- 
ceived by mere sounds. There 
ate members of this council, 
who have heard all the changes 
that can be rung on the delight- 
ful words, charity and candor, 
for the space of thirty five years. 
These and similar words can be 
set to avery pleasant tune; but 
after all it is nothing more than 
atune, The words charity and 


candor prove just as much in fa- 
vor of the religious character of 
those who use them most, as 
the words liberty and equali- 
ty prove in favor of the political 
character of those who use them 
most. 

‘Bat how does it appear, that 
Mr. C.’s conduct has been eith- 
er uncharitable, illiberal, or un- 
catholic? 

‘What is charity? In the su- 
premely beautiful delineation of 
this geeatest of Christian virtues, 
in 1 Cor. xiii, we are told, that 
charity rejoiceth in the truth. 
This grand characteristic of 
charity is peculiarly exemplifi- 
ed by a faithful minister. He is 
set for a witness and defender 
of the truth. He is to preach 
the ¢ruth. By preaching the 
truth he is to be the instrument 
of producing that mighty trans- 
formation ef the human charac- 
ter, which must take place be- 
fore any man can see the kiag- 
dom of heaven. But charity 
does not judge without evidence; 
she does not decide against the 
highest evidence, the express 
declarations of the word of God; 
she docs not trust to mere pro- 
fessions. Charity laments over 
the sins and errors of men; but 
she does not declare them not to 
be sins and errors, 

‘What is liberality? Not every 
thing which assumes that title. 
The truly liberal man never en- 
lists under the banners of a par- 
ty. Though he may think and 
believe with many others, he 
still thinks and believes for him- 
self. He will put the most fa- 
vorable construction on the 
words and actions of others. 
He will not make a man an of- 
fender for a word. He _ will 
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scribe the course of duty to 
their ministers. 

‘7. It is not desirable, on any 
account whatever, that there 
should be an extensive, binding, 
burdensome system of ministe- 
rial exchanges. <A pastor has 
the charge of his own people. 
For their souls he must watch, 
as one who is to give an account 
to the Lord Jesus Christ,’ at the 
day of his appearing. Some 
ministers think it useful to ex- 
change frequently; others very 
_seldom. One of the distinguish- 
ed ministers of the Presbyterian 
churches in this country has de- 
clared, that for a considerable 
number of years he had ex- 
changed but twice. Those, who 
are acquainted with this gentle- 
man, know that he is not defi- 
cient in love and respect for his 
brethren. His own view of 
ministerial duty, and his peculi- 
ar attachment to his own people, 
Jed him to pursue the course 
which has been’ mentioned; 
while he was perfectly willing 
that others should pursue a dil- 
ferent course, according to their 
own judgment. 

‘S. A minister may have ma- 
ny good reasons for declining to 
exchange with a neighboring 
minister, which reasons he would 
not be justified in assigning to 
the public. ‘To say that he shall 
exchange, or assign his reasons, 
would be reducing him toa sit- 
uation in which he could not, as 
the case might be, obey the 
plainest commands of the New 
‘Lcstament. He might, for in- 
stance, have the fullest evidence, 
that a neighboring minister is a 
rank infidel. Thisis not an im- 
wuginary Case. It has actually oc- 
curred, Yet he might not be 
uble to bring the evidence be- 
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To take a more 
common cause. He might have 
the fullest conviction, that a 
neighboring minister preaches 
doctrines ruinous to the souls 
of men;—doctrines which have 
nothing of Christianity in them; 
—doctrines which are utterly 
subversive of the Gospel. Yct 
the case might be such, as that 
no advantage would accrue from 
his making a public declaration 
of this conviction. It might be his 
duty to remain in silence, and 
to preach the truth to his own 
people. He might have a per- 
fect conviction, that the levity. 
or the anti-ministerial character, 
or the immoral character, of a 
neighboring minister ought to 
exclude him from every pulpit. 
Yet it might be improper for 
him to bring forward any public 
accusations. 

‘But it is said, that every min- 
ister is to be supposed a faith- 
ful evangelical minister, till he 
is regularly deposed. In some 
places this argument would have 
weight. It might not be appli- 
cable to exchanges; but it would 
be entitled to very respectful 
consideration. In the case of 
Mr. Codman, the use of such 
an argument certainly borders 
on the ridiculous. Supposing, 
for the sake of example, that 
Mr. C, had the most undoubted 
evidence, that any one of the 
men.bers of the Boston Associ- 
ation was a decided cnemy of 
the Gospel. How is he to pro- 
cure this minister’s deposition: 
Js it not perfectly notorious, 
that many ministers of that as- 
sociation would look with incffa- 
ble scorn upon an attempt, by 
a person not a member of their 
own church, to bring them to 
trial for error in doctrine Oo? 


fore the public. 
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practice? Is it not altogether 
probable, that their own church- 
es would dismiss with indigna- 
tion a charge against their min- 
isters, if preferred by Mr. Cod- 
man? Is it not the principal proof 
that Boston is the most liberal 
place in the world, that the min- 
isters and churches are perfectly 
independent of all mankind, and 
amenable to no human tribunal? 

‘9, Could it be proved, that a 
diversity of opinion, on some of 
the most important doctrines of 
the Gospel, is not fundamental, 
still it wonld be of very per- 
nicious tendency that different 
systems should be preached from 
the same pulpit. Such a course 
would diminish the regard for 
all truth; it would bring the Bi- 
ble into contempt. 

‘It is said, that no judicious 
man wouid controvert Mr. Cod- 
man’s doctrines from his pulpit. 
Let it be observed, that the grand 
plea in favor of indiscriminate ex- 
changes, alleged by Mr. Cod- 
man’s opposers, is, that they want 
to hear what can be said on all 
sides. Wow this will be accom- 
plished by hearing men, who 
will feel themselves bound to 
preach on no side, can hardly be 
discovered. 

‘It is said, that charity, lib- 
erality, and catholicism, require 
acompliannce with the wishes 
of the parish. Let us not be de- 
ceived by mere sounds. There 
are members of this council, 
who have heard all the changes 
that can be rung on the delight- 
ful words, charity and candor, 
for the space of thirty five years. 
These and similar words can be 
set to avery pleasant tune; but 
alter all it is nothing more than 
atune, The words charity and 
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candor prove just as much in fa- 
vor of the religious character of 
those who use them most, as 
the words liberty and equali- 
tv prove in favor of the political 
character of those who use them 
most. 

‘Bat how does it appear, that 
Mr. C.’s couduct has been eith- 
er uncharitable, illiberal, or un- 
catholic? 

‘What is charity? In the su- 
premely beautiful delineation of 
this gweatest of Christian virtues, 
in 1 Cor. xiii, we are told, that 
charity rejoiceth in the truth. 
This grand characteristic of 
charity is peculiarly exemplifi- 
ed by a faithful minister. He is 
set for a witness and defender 
of the ¢ruih. He is to preach 
the ¢ruth. By preaching the 
truth he is to be the instrument 
of producing that mighty trans- 
formation of the human charac- 
ter, which must take place be- 
fore any man can see the kiag- 
dom of heaven. But charity 
does not judge without evidence; 
she does not decide against the 
highest evidence, the express 
declarations of the word of God; 
she docs not trust to mere pro- 
fessions. Charity laments over 
the sins and errors of men; but 
she does not declare them not to 
be sins and errors, 

‘What is liberality? Not every 
thing which assumes that title. 
The truly liberal man never en- 
lists under the banners of a par- 
ty. Though he may think and 
believe with many others, he 
still thinks and believes for him- 
self. He will put the most fa- 
vorable construction on the 
words and actions of others. 
He will not make a man an of- 
fender for a word. He will 
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hot persecute and punish a man, 
for happening to be, in his esti- 


mation, less liberal than himself. | 


‘Catholicism is principally dis- 
tinguished from bigotry, by a 
willing admission of what is 
good though found in an unex- 
pected quarter, and mixed with 
much infirmity. It will prompt 
its possessor to unite with all 
men, so far as may be practica- 
ble, in the promotion of every 
good work; and where difference 

of opinion is inevitable, it will 
differ in good temper and with 
good will; and with as little 
noise and controversy as possi- 
ble. 

‘In what manner does the 
clergyman, who neglects to ex- 
change with the ministers of the 
Koston Association, prove him- 
self tu be defective in charity, 
liberality, or catholicism? He 
proceeds, from Sabbath to Sab- 
bath, and preaches himself, or 
supplies his pulpit in some oth- 
er way, according to his own 
sense of duty. How can it be 
proved, that this springs from 
narrow views? from an unchar- 
itable temper, or a bigoted mind? 
No such thing has been proved 
in this case. How can it be 
proved, in any given case, that 
the minister has judged incor- 
rectly? He may have reasons, 
which, in the view, of every 
man, would completely justify 
him. How is this council to be 
assured, that Mr. C. has not 
such reasons? But they ought to 
be assured before they procced 
to censure him. 

‘We are not to forget, that Mr. 
C. has been a successful minis- 
ter in this place. God has 
prospered him. His church 


manifest a strong attachment 
10 him; an attachment highlyhon- 


Suni; 


orable to him and to themselves. 
He has made great sacrifices of 
time, of property, and of quiet, 
for the Gospel. During this 
long trial his character has ap- 
peared to great advantage. 
There probably is not a cler- 
gyman present, against whom 
amore formidable list of impru- 
dences could not be arrayed and 
supported, than has been~ sus- 
tained against Mr. Codman.* 
‘It seems to be a curious fact 
that the warmest declaimers in 
favor of charity, and the right 
of private yudgment, are unwil- 
ling to have Mr, C. decide for 
himself, as to the duties which 
the Lord Jesus Christ has impos- 
ed ufion him, as a minister of 
the Gospe};—that the champi- 
ons of liberality cre clear and 
strong in the opinion, that Mr. 
C. should be compelled to be as 
liberal as themselves, in regard 
to exchanges, under the penalty 
of ejection from his pawsh;—~ 
and that a course of rigid con- 
formity to the views of a party, 
a regular, authoritative, com- 
pulsory course of exchanges; 
(a course which has never been 
attempted, so far as we can as- 
certain, by any rigid church es- 


* While on this part of the subject, the 
delegate of the church in Mediield, the 
pastor of which was Moderator, express- 
ed the sentiment of the text in near ly the 
following words: 

‘For my part, Mr. Moderator, I know 
not where the minister is to be found, 
whose character would appear to greater 
advantage, than Mr. Codinan’s has ap- 
peared, during the whole of the public 
investigation. Jam not willing to admit, 
that any m man has a higher respect for his 
minister than I have for mine; or & more 
entire confidence in his character. Yet I 
think it highly probable, that a zealous, 
persevering opposition to my minister, 
wowd enable his opposers to produce 
more instances of what some persons 
would call imprudence than haye been 
produced against Mr. Codman.” 
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tablishment on earth; )--that such 
a course should be attempted i in 
a region, which prociaims itself 
to be the most liberal, enlight- 
ened and catholic in the world, 
This is indeed a curious and 
wouderful fact. 
it is to be remembered, how- 
ever, that it is possible for men 
be warm and violent in the 
cause of moderation; reproachful 
and unjust under the banners of 
liberality; malignant and cruel in 
their hearts, while the sounds of 
charity and catholicism are issu- 
ing from their lips. These 
things are to be remembered, 
not for the sake of applying 
them in tiis case, any further 
than to be on our guard against 
professions, which are unsup- 
ported by reason or Scripture 
‘As this council has no proof 
before it, that Mr. C. has done 
wrong in regard to his exchang- 
€S, It “has no authority to censure 
him for conduct, which may have 
been altogether proper and come 
mendable, or to say, that the par- 
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SN NOAL MEETING OF THE WASSACNUSETTS 
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his Society held its fifteenth annual meet- 
iazin Bostoa, ou the 24th and 25th days 
ot May last. The meeting was opeaed 
by si Mgiag iS an appro; mriate psalm, after 
whieh the Rev. Dr. Spring, in the ab- 
sence of the Pr esideat, oilered a praver. 


the Society thea attended to the tfol- 
lowh rs 


REPORT OF TILE TRUSTEES. 


Brethrea, 

‘Tus season has again returned, at 
which itis made the duty of the Trasiees 
ty report to you their doings, and such in- 
formation as muy be i tere: sting and useful, 
‘ire wa il d to the Ses at ou: bye 2t tor “ hoch we 
ave assoc, ated. 
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ish has just cause of complaint 
against him.’ 

[t appeared unhappy, that the 
council should have been equally 
divided on the only importaut 
question that came before it. 
We say the only important ques- 
tion; for though some of the 
charges of the parish appear for- 
midable on paper, it was evident 


that no great reliance was placed 


on them by the complainants. 
And Mr. Dexter declared, in 
their name, as has betn already 
stated, that if the question of ex- 
changes could be terminated, all 
the other charges of the parish 
could be settled in five minutes. 
Though the council was not so 
happy as to decide the contro- 
versy, the discussions were Car- 
ried on, in general, with good 
temper, and mutual good will; 
and when the council was dis- 
solved, the members separated 
with many expressions of tender- 
ness and respect. 
(To be continued.) 


INTELLIGENCE. 


At the last anniversary, such infornaa- 
tion was communicated, as had then been 
received from Messrs. Sehe ermerhora and 
Mills, who, uuder the patronage, partly of 
this Society and paruly of other, Societies, 
were engiged in a missionary tour in the 
western aud southern parts of our coun- 
try. But they had not then returned; nor 
was the Board then in possession of a full 
aceotint of thew mission. As general in- 
telligence for the use of missionary socie- 
ties Was a greai object of that mission, and 
as the two missionaries were remarkably 
industrious in collecting intelligence; it is 
thought right to report a brief summary of 
what, since their return, they have largely 
com.nunieated, as the result of their obser- 
vations and ine jul ies. The suinimary is as 
foilows. 

Ta the state of 
the Allegany mountaias, there ave about 
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200,000 inhabitants; 101 Presbyterian* 
churches, and 57 ministers; two Metho- 
dist cireuits, in which are employed 12 itin- 
erant preachers; very few, if any Baptists; 
a few Haleyons; and a society of Germans, 
who have all things in common, are re- 
suarkable for industry, sobriety and order, 
and have a preacher, zealgus in directing 
their attention to divine things In this 
district, there are two small colleges, 
w hose pious instructors make it a very par- 
ticular object to prepare young men for 
the ministry; but the means of general ed- 
ueation are scanty. The Synod of Pitts- 
burg, composed of Presbyteries partly 
within this distriet gnd partly within the 
adjoining state of Ohio, acts as a Mis- 
sionary Society; and expends annually, 
about one thousand dollaxs fer missionary 
objects, a considerable part of which sua 
has been applied for the benefit of the Wy- 
andot Indians. The churches within the 
limits of this Synod, are represented as 
having been remarkably blessed with effu- 
sioas of the Holy Spirit, aud as being in a 
very prosperous state; but many thousands 
around them are unsupplied with the stat- 
ed means of religion, and are famishing for 
the word of life. 

Iv the state of Ouro, containing a popu- 
lation of more than 330,000, there are 78 
Presbyterian or Congregational churches, 
and 49 ministers; ‘between 20 and 30 Meth- 
odist preachers, employed in diferent cir- 
cuits; 10 or 12 Raptist societies; several 
societies of Friends or Quakers; consider- 
able numbers of a sect called New Lights; 
a few Halcyons, a tew Swedenburghers, 
and too many Universalists and Deists. 
The distriet of this state called New Con- 
necticut, the inhabitants of which are in 
great part from the states of Connecticut 
and Massachusetts, has received very par- 
ticular attention frow the Connecticut Mis- 
sionary Society, has been recently favored 
with special divine influences, and, on the 
whole, presents a comparatively pleasing 
and hopeful aspect. In some other parts 
of the state some attention is paid to relig- 
ious institutions, and a few flourishing 
churches are established; but in the state 
at large the means of religion are but sean- 
tily supplied and lightly esteemed, and the 
apparent consequences are sueh as might 
reasonably be expected. The Sabbath is 
awfully disregarded, gross ignorance of di- 
vine things is general, and great laxity of 
morals prevails.—At Marietta, Messrs. 
Schermerhorn and Mills sueceeded in ob- 


* Vudeor this name are included, not on- 
iu the Presbyterians connected with the 
General Assembiv, but also those of the 
~issociaie Reformed aid of the Associate 
Sywod, Covenauicrs, aid Congrezation- 
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taining the establishment of a Bible Soci- 
ety, which received the support of the 
pious of different denominations; aud by 
which three ministers were appointed to 
ride through the state to preach on the 
subject, she wing the importance of such an 
institution, and soliciting subseriptions and 
donations. 

In the state of VINGINIA containing a 
population of almost a milhon, there are 
only about 70 churches, Presbyterim or 
Congregational, and about 40 ministers. In 
what is called Old Virginia, or the part of 
the state from the sea board back to the 
Biue Ridge, the Episcopal church, which 
formerly held a complete ascendancy, aid 
was well endowed, is now m a deplorable 
condition. To about one hundred Episco- 
pal societies, which have still some exist. 
ence, the number of clergymen is COmput- 
ed at less than thirty. ‘The societies have 
for a considerable time been dwirdiing, 
and the houses decaying; and the district 
at large, comprising nearly three fourths of 
the whole population of the state, though 
traversed by itinerant Methodists and Bap- 
tists, yet exhibits, in a religious respeci, an 
extensive and dreary waste.—The district 
between the Blue Ridge and the Aliegany 
mountains presents a different aspect. 
With searcely a seventh part of the whole 
population of the state, it contams just 
about one half of the total number of the 
Presbyterian or Congregational churches 
and ministers; and these churches are sai 
to be ina more flourishing condition, than 
uny elsewhere to be found in the Southern 
States.—In the remaining district, com- 
prising the counties west of the Allegany, 
there are but twelve Presbyterian charel- 
es and three ministers; buv the Method- 
ists and Baptists are considerably numer- 
ous.—In this ancient and great state there 
is a most melancholy famine of the word vi 
the Lord. 

Kentucky, with a population of more 
than four hundred thousand, has 91 Pres- 
byterian churches, and 40 ministers; 2) 
Methodist cireuits, in which about as many 
itinerant preachers are employed; 299 
Baptist societies of different deseriptions, 
and 148 preachers; twe Episcopal ehurel- 
es; several societies of New Lights; a con- 
siderable number of Roman Catholic sec- 
eties; some Shakers, Dunkers, and Uni- 
versalists; and many Infidels. Of the Bap- 
tists one entire Association, compr’sing <5 
churches, is Arian or Socinian. The ko- 
man Catholics have a Bish p, a College, 
a Nunnery, several Chapels in different 
counties, and are said to be ineressing. 
The Infidels, though less open and bold 
than fcrmerly, are neverthcless active. 1s 
1812 no less than three infidel public ations 
issued from the press in Lexington; a copy 
of one of which, elegantly bound, was pit 
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sented to each member of the Legislature. 
In this state there are very few schools, 
owing, it is said, in great part, to a preva- 
lent Baptist influence, unfriendly to learn- 
mg. The mass of the people, extremely 
icnorant, ave either entirely regardless of 
religion, or lamentably blown about by ev- 
oyy wind of doctrine. 
coives very little religious regard; and in- 
iemperance, profanity, gambling and lewd- 
jess ave prevalent vices. 

‘TENNESSEE, with more than 260,000 in- 
habitants, has 79 Presbyterian churches, 
and 26 ministers; 19 itinerant Methodist 
preachers, employed in several circuits; 
126 Baptist churehes, and 74 preachers; a 
few New Lights, and some of various other 
denominations. The Presbyterian inter- 
est isinereasing. Iu East ‘Tennessee, the 
two Colleges, one at Knoxville and the 
other in Green County, are great blessings, 
At the latter, (of which the Rev, Charies 
Cofin, D. D. is President,) there were 
acveral students preparing for the ministry, 
when our missionaries were there. In this 
(strict also, there has recently been estab- 
ished a Society, Missionary, Tract, and 
Bible, the only Missionary Society, ex- 
eopting the Synod of Pittsburg, west of the 
Allegany. In relation to this Seciety, the 

fev, President Coffin, in a letier to Mr. 
Sschermerhorn, says, ‘for our Society 
we expeet more menibers than means, av.d 
more ground than our missionaries can oc- 
cupy. 1 should anticipate great good were 
the Massachtsetts Missionury Society to 
turn some attention to this state. I was 
ove who assisted to organize” that Society; 
“l greatly rejo'ee in its increase, and have 
reason to hope they will try to aid us to the 
extent of their power.”—In West Ten- 
nessee, the Rev. “Mr. Blackburn is of 
opinion, that many churehes might be or- 
hanized, if there were a proper person 
cimployed in the business; and regrets that 
his time is so much oceupied with his 
school, that he has no leisure to devote to 
this obiect. Le might greatly promote re- 
lion, if some missionary body wonid em- 
pi © Chis man in their service, permitting 
hin, at the same time, to supply his own 
soceties.’—In this state at large, the pre- 
vatling vices are the same as tn the stete of 
Kentucky; noris the geveral siate of soci- 
Cy very different. 

ln the Muisstsstpet Trererrery, con- 
taining abont 58 O00 inhabitants there are 
Presbyterian ehnrelies, 4 ministers; 9 
‘Unerant: Methodist preachers; 27 Bap- 
‘it churehes, and 13 preachers. The 
“ate of society in this Territory is deplor- 
aule, You seareely see a mau ride with- 
Out ls pistol, or walk wit'ieut a dasger 
i his bosom. Ht is befeved that more 

ocent bised is shed in this Ucrvitorv 
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the Middle and Eastern States, in te 
years.” At Natches, in this Territory, 
Messrs. Schermerhorn and Mulls procur- 
ed a Bible Society to be established under 
favorable auspices. 

The Inniana Territory, with about 
25,000 inhabitants, has one Presbyte- 
rian church and minister; five itinerant 
Methodist preachers; 29 Baptist church- 
es, and 14 preachers; six’ New Light 
preachers, anda few Shakers. 

{n the Intrnois Tearrirory, contain- 
ing about 13,000 inhabitants, there are tive 
or six Methodist preachers in sever: 1 
circuits, and about six hundred memb-rs 
of the Methodist couuexion, and five 
Baptist churches containing about 120 
members. » 

In the whole great extent of country, 
thus surveyed, there are not two thirds 
as many ministers, Presbyterian or Con- 
gregational, as there are in Massachu- 
setts Proper; but those ministers are gen- 
erally of respectable attainments in knowl- 
edge, of strictly evangelical sentiments, 
and of good reputation for piety, aud 
regular devotedness to their work. In 
most of those parts, the Methodists and 
Baptists are the prevailing devomiuations. 
The sentiments of the Methodists, and 
their geveral character are much the 
same there as id oiler parts of our coun- 
try. The Baptists in the western States 
aid Territories are in their sentiments 
extremely various. The better informed 
are said to be Calvinistie; but a very Con- 
siterable proportion are either Antino- 
mig or Arminian, and not a few are 
Arian or Socinian. Some of them havea 
religious regard to the Sabbath; but by 
the greater part the sacredness of that 
holy day is openly deni-d. Their preach- 
ers are not only unlearned, but they hold 
learning ia disesteem and coniempt. 
While they deery human knowledge, 
they pretend to divine inspiration. “They 
pay great attention todreams and visions, 
mysterious impuises aud impressions: 
and of these the relations and experien- 
ces, upon which members are adinitted 
to their communion, in no small par 
consist. The New Lights, of whom men- 
tion has been made, are asect which 
sprang up in KReutucky in 1803. Deliev- 
ing that the extraordinary work thea 
prevailing was the cormmeneement of the 
nitlennium, and that all mystery and oh- 
seurity in religion was then to be done 
away; they gave license to their heated 
luaginationss, and proceedod to exphaa 
the Seriptures, secording to whet they 
celled rea on; and it isa remarkab! 


wable fact, 


that a wild fanaticism in those western re- 
cions conducted its votaries to the deniz! 
of the same doctrines, and to the adopcen 


of nearly the same opiuions, as ube 1 
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el criticism aud liberality of other parts 
of Christendom have done. This seet, 
which for a while was numerous, is now 
decreasing. ‘The Haleyous of the West 
are a sott of mystics, who set out with 
the avowed design of abolishing all distiue- 
tion of religious “denominations, and unit- 
ing all professed Christians ia one eom- 
muntou, and under one name. ‘They re- 
nounce all ereeds, confe ‘ssions, and cate- 
chismis; and profess to receive the Holy 
Scriptures, as a divine help, handed down 
from heaven, to aid their reason im form- 
ing just ileas of the divine character and 
ol divine things. But say they, “We re- 
ceive not the Holy Seriptures as the foun- 
dation of our faith in reiigion; for we con- 
ceive that other foundation ean never be 
laid, equal to that foundation stone, which 
was laid before Joshua,(of which the Serip- 
tures clearly speak, ) whereon where sev- 
en eyes, which we conceive to be the se 7 
en communicable attributes of God.” 
They hold that “the office of Christ on 
carih was to explain the cternal laws of 
religion to man;” they practise baptism 
indiiterently by sprinkling or immersion; 
and decline matrimony, under pretence 
of choosing spiritual mates. This scet is 
also on the decrease. 

On the whole, throughout the States 
and terrritovies reviewed, there is a de- 
plorable want of the preached Gospel and 
of the stated and regular administration of 
divi e ordinances; a deplorable want, in- 
deed, of all the means of good religious 
instruction; (for but a small part of the 
people possess the Bible:) and therefore 
a loud and affeeting call for the benevo- 
lent aid of Missionary and Bible Societies. 
The General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Chureh has sent a few missionaries, 
from time to time, iato these destitute 
regions, and the attention of the Philadel- 
phia, New York, and Connecticut Bible 
Societies has been turned towards them; 
but unless much greater exertions shell 
be made, than have yet been mae, by the 
pious : and the Hberal, it will be long before 
any adequate supply, either of ministers 
or of Bibles, will be furnished to them. 

Bat regions of still deeper and imovre 
deplorable darkness and corruption are 
now to come Under review; regions but 
lately annexed to the United States. 

fathe district of counrv, west of the 
‘tississippi, calied the Missornt Tex- 
iTroRrY, contaming a seatiered popila- 
ron of about 21,000, there are 445 mem- 

vs of Methodist Socicties, among whom 
»i< Hinerant preachers are employed; and 
io members dans % churehes, with no 
seitied abe ‘her It is estimated that 
mit two fifi hs” of the inhabitants are 
yer! and the rest French; and 
"I. Epist 
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both the one aud the other are in a state 
of extreme ignorance, and the greater 
part as visibiy without God in the world 
as heathens. A Mr. Stephon Hampstead 

of St. Louis, the principal place io this 

Territory, who was formerly of Connee- 
ticut, in a letter to our missionaries, Says, 
**| believe the formation of a Bible and 
Tract Society, would be very usetul here. 

I have distributed a few tracts that I 
brought with me; and they were received 
with thankfulness, and I trust have done 
good. If any of the Societies in New 
England will send on some Bibles or 
Tracts to my charge, I will distribute 
them among the poor and needy, who are 
famishing for the word of life. "In my in- 
terviews with the heads of families and 
otfieers of government, they have expres- 
sed a strong desire to have a minister of 
edneation, piety, marrals, and talents set- 
tled at St. Louis, andthat they would con- 
tribute liberally aud continually to his 
support.” 

‘The state of Lovistana has a popula- 
tion of about 77,000 free people, and about 
35,000 slaves. Of the free people it is es- 
timated that about one fifth are Ameri- 
cans. ‘The settlements east of lakes 
Mauripas and Bouchantrain to Peart 
river are few and scattering, but chiefly 
American. The settlements on the Mis- 
sissippi are very flourishing from Point 
Coupee tosome distance below New Or- 
leans; and on both sides of the river they 
present almost a continued village. The 
habitants of the upper part of the settle- 
ments ave trom Canads; of the middle, 
Germans; and of the lower part, French 
and Spanish from Europe. All speak the 
same language, and are similar in habits, 
manners and religion. Ip the settlements 
on the Gulph, west of the Mississippi, the 
people are Spanish, French, and Ameri- 
ean. On Red River they are principally 
French, and in the W ashita American. 
The state of society in this country is very 
deplorable. The people are entirely ig- 
norant of divine things, and have been 
taught only to attend mass and count the 2 
heads. T hey are without schools, and of 
the French inhabit:.nts not one in ten can 


‘read. Their whole business seems to be 


to make the most they ean of their plan- 
tations, and to get gain. ‘They are not in- 
temperate in drinking, but continence is 
with them no virtue. The Sabbath to 
them is a high holiday, and on it is eom- 

mitted perbaps more actual sin, than dur- 
ing the whole week beside. Dancing, 
gambling, parties of pleasure, theatrical 
amusements, dining parties, Ke. are the 
common business of the day, after mass in 
the morning. In the whole state there is 
not one Protestant church, unless it be a 
small one of Baptists, about to be organ. 
ized at Appelousas. The Methodists have 





1814. 


had itinerants up Red River and Washita, 
but are exceedingly unpopular. The re- 
ligion professed is entirely Roman Catho- 
lic. The clergy of this order, however, 
are not numerous; perhaps fifteen. The 
Bishop and four or five priests reside in 
New Orleans. Bishop de Bury I believe 
to be a man of piety; and I know that he 
laments the degraded state of their ehurch 
in Louisiana, and mourns over the deprav- 
ity and wickedness of the place in which 
he resides. The Bishop and Father An- 
tonio favored the establishment of the Lou- 
isiana Bible Society, which I trust will 
prove a great and lasting blessing to the 
state.’”* 

“The Bishop,” says Mr. Mills, “is con- 
sidered as a mau of character and of ex- 
tensive information; he came from Balti- 
more and has been in New Orleans but a 
few months. He gave it as his opinion, 
that there were not at this time twelve Bi- 
bles in the vicinity of New Orleans. He 
spoke of this city as being the most des- 
perately wicked place he had ever been 
in;” though “ke had been in France, and 
had opportunity of ascertaining the mor- 
als and religion in the cities of that king- 
dom.” 

The Louisiana Bible Society was estab- 
lished at New Orleans by the exertions of 
our missionaries, while they were there. 
‘Lhe Legislature was then in session, and 
ventlemen of influence, not in the city on- 
lv, but in the state st large, became mem- 
bers. Very considerable attention was ex- 
cited to the subject, and many people be- 
san earnestly to inquire for the Bible. 
On the day the Bible Society was formed, 
Mr. Miils writes, “I was at the store of 
Mr. Stackhouse this morning, and during 
a short stay there, five or six French peo- 
ple called on him inquiring for Bibles in 
their language. Some of them belonged 
'o the city, and some to the country.” 
‘lwo days afterwards he writes. Mr. 
Stackhouse informed me this evening that 
a number of people called on him for Bi- 
bles, mostly French Catholies. This is 
certainly a wonderful day for New Or- 
leans.—Mr. Stackhouse told me that if he 
had fifty Bibles, they wouid all be disposed 
of at onee.’—A Mr. Dow-has received, 
through a friend, twenty or thirty Eng- 
lish Bibles, from the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. These were all distributed. 

During their stay of about three 
weeks in New Orleans, our missionaries 
preached as often as they had opportunity. 
Of the last Sabbath Mr. Mills says; “In 
the evening the congregation was numer- 
ous for the place; perhaps 200 attended. 
Brother Schermerhorn preached. It was 
said by those who had lived in the city a 
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considerable time, they never saw so full 
a mecting before. After sermon, a col- 
leetion of 84 dollars was made for the mis- 
sionaries.”—Mr. Schermerhorn had an in- 
vitation, a pretty pressing one, it would 
seem, to remain at New Orleans, and set- 
tle in the ministry there. In relation to 
this he says, “I regretted it could not be 
so; for I believe the Lord has much peo- 
ple in that city; that it is an ample field 
for usefulness, and the most important sit- 
uation in the western country.” 

“In West Florida,” says Mr. Mills, 
“the people are extremely ignorant. ‘he 
attention of some of them has been lately 
called to religious subjecis. Numbers ot 
them lose no time in soliciting for a Bible, 
whenever a prospect, that they may be 
supplied is presented, which is very rare. 
‘There are some families in this part of our 
country, who never saw a Bible, nor heard 
of Jesus Christ; and some there are, 
hopefully pious, who cannot obtain a bi- 
ble or even a Testament. ‘The people to 
whom I now refer speak the English lan- 
guage.” 

The view now given of these extensive, 
dark, and famishing regions of our coun- 
try, can liardly fail deeply to affect the 
hearts of the friends of the Redeemer, and 
of those for whora he died; and if it have 
the effect to wake up the members of this 
Society and others to more earnest prayer 
and exertion for the imparting of the bles- 
sings of the Gospel to such as are perishing 
for want of them, the design of presenting 
it will be answered.—From this distant 
excursion we return to things nearer 
home. ( To be continued. _) 


LETTER FROM MR. WILBERFORCE, 


Tue following paragraphs are extracted 
from a letter lately received by the Rev. 
Dr. Morse from the Hon. William Wil- 
berforce, Esq. a gentleman whose exccl- 
lent character and admirable exertions 
for the promotion of human happiness, 
are familiarly known in this,country. Dr. 
Morse, iu the letter to which the follow- 
ing is an answer, had lamented the exist- 
ing war between Great Britain and the 
United States, particularly as it impeces 
the efforts of Christians in both countries 
for the diffusion of Christianity. 


66. London,* 
“My dear Sir, 

I very latcly reeeived from your se 
your obliging and, to me, I can truly say, 
most interesting letter, dated, [ think, i 
Noy. last. 1 put it yesterday into Mr 
Henry Thornton’s hands; and therefor: 
lam not able to name its date. In the 


March 17, 1814. 


* North London, we presume. 
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very few lines with which your son ac- 
companied it, he was so kind as to offer 
to take charge of any answer which | 
might transmit to him for you; but till 
this moment, when I was easting my eye 
on it in order to learn his address that I 


might direct a note lL had written to in-’ 


vite him to Kensingion Gore, (my resi- 
dence,) 1 did not observe that he said a 
letter must be sent to hin, early in this 
week in order to be forwarded. I am 
sorry to say, that this is ‘Thursday. Still, 
1 may be in time; and 1 am so very un- 
willing to lose this opportunity of ‘exchang- 
ing, fr om the heart, your peice ful saluta- 
tion, that PT instantiy lay aside some very 
pressing business, in whieh | was engaged, 
tor the purpose of seribbling a briet and 
hasty reply to your most weicome epistle. 

“The wise man, or rather the Wisdom 
of Revelation, has compared “good news 


frou afar country” to the gratilication of 


the most importunate of our bodily wants 
and apperites; and surely this news is 


Justly more grateful, when it conveys the 


the aeceuts of peace and love from a 
country, onte a land, titerally as well as 
ficuratively, of brethren, but since render- 
ed not only strange but hostile; and when 
those aecents are strietly in unison with 
the feclings of the person to whom they 
are addressed, and, as notes in unison are 
wont to de, eall forth responsive tones of 
kindred harmony = Indeed, my dear Sir, 
I have searcely been able to confine my- 
sely to metaphorieal language, while I 
have. been writing the above sentence. 
We do not lament the death of a wife, or 
a child in couplets, but in oroken and rude 
sentences; and L have with difficulty re- 
strancd my pen from more simple ex- 
pressions of unaffected grief on account 
of this sad war, in | hich our two countries 
are engaged.” 








“It is balm to my wounded feelings to 
indulge, as I Jast | vy may, the reflection, 
that these feelings of mine are by no 
means peentiar to myself, but that they 
are these of almost all good men among 
ws; and surely this considerat: on may 
both lead us to hope, that the war will -ot 
Le of much longer deration, and also that, 
when peace shail once more be restored, 
it will Le peace indeed, and the two 
eymtries wil not be bkely again to suffer 
themselves to be drawn mto a rupture. 
iiut L must turn to other topics, and has- 
ten to a conelusion of my horried seraw]; 
for by keeping it bevond to-day, L may 
Ice aliowet er the opport panty of convey- 

eit to ven, 

“Tt vewices my heart to find, that the 
fileads of religion, on vour side of the 
Atlantic, ere interested for the henighte4 
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Tihihidiys & f our i TH Oni teS. £ Wii. Lake 


- 





Junr, 


the liberty of sending you a eopy of 2 
publication of two of my speeches (put 
together) ou that subject. ‘Che Chris- 
tian Observer's Kind partiality spoke of 
my efforts ou that oeeasion $0 favorably, 
that, were reputation my object, | should 
have abstained from printing my speeches. 
But they contained some passages, (ex- 
tracted from the ponderous volumes of 
East India Decumeuts laid on the table ot 
the House of Commons, during the pre- 
gress of the measure,) which appear to 
me decisive on the coutroverted poimts, ot 
the moral character of the Hindoos, Xe. 
thevefore, as the only way of providing for 
the dtifusion of these, | consented to the 
pubiication. On consideration I will send 
vou four copies, as vou may pe rhaps 
he able to cireulate them among your re- 
ligious friends aud connexions in other 
parts of America.” 








“Farewell, my dear Sir. 1 rejoice to 
think, that amid war and misery the 
sources of peace and happiness, (their 
only true sources, ) are multiplymg, in the 
number and exuberance of their he aling 
streams, in both our countries. The great, 
vet still, growing success of the Bible So- 
ciety, (the British and Foreign of course 
I inean,)—the inicreased yet still inereas- 
ing prevalenee of the missionary spirit— 
the advaneed and the continually advane- 
ing progress of education among adults, 
wil even the aged, as well as among chil- 
dven, with various other particulars which 
I could specify above all, the in- 
ereased and inercasing number of pious 
and truly e ‘nlightened “and fervent minis- 
ters of our Chureh Establishment, as well 
as the suecess and growing charity of va- 
rious elasses of Disscuters:—-all these 
quite warm my heart, and an me with 
hope, as well as g pending with gratitude. 
It is with diffieutty, that I force myself 
to conelude with begging you to remember 
me and my wife, and dear children, in your 
prayers, and assuring vou, that Tam with 
real esteem and regard, my dear Sir, 

Yours very sincerely, 
W. WILBERFORCE.’ 
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May 23,1814. From the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society in Salem and the Vi leinity, 
by Mr. John Jenks, the Treasurey, viz. 

Contribation at the annu- 
al mecting, S76 35 

Dovutions to the Seeiety 
bv afriend, by the hand of 
the Rey. Mr. Walker, £0 0) 
ET 


Cavrted forwatti 4126 23 
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Rrought forward 126 33 
Donatio® by a me:inber 5 00 
Amount of gnnual sub- 

scriptions paid in, 140 00-271 33 
24. From Mrs. Mary Beattie, 

a pious woman, comimunivated 

on her death-bed, by the Rey. 

Dr. Spring, 8 00 
From the Female Cent Society 

in Worcester, by the Rev. Dr. 

Austin, 25 86 
From Mrs. Mary Green, by 

the Rev. Paul Litchfield, of Car- 


lisle, 1 00 
From five childven in S. Read- 

ing, for the tra. slations, 41 
# rom individuals in Hopkinton, 

by the Rey. Nathaniel Howe, 10 42 


25. From a pious young woman, 
communicated on her death-bed, 
by Mr. Artemas Woodward, 1 00 
From females in Sandwich, half 
to missions and halfto translatious, 


by the Rey. Jonathan Burr, 5 12 


From Mrs. Eunice Kingsbury, 
of Framingham, by Mr. N. WwW illis, 89 
From a female friend, by the 
Rev. John Cleaveland, for the 
translations, 1 00 
From two young ladies in 
Franklin, $5 each, for the trans- 
lations, by the Rev. Dr. Emmons, 10 00 
26. From the following sources, 
by Mr. P. W. Gallaudet; viz. 
Friends of missions in 
Middlesex parish, Stam- 
ford (Con.) by the Rev. 


William Fisher, § 50 
A friend to ‘Tnjssions in 
Glastenbury, 3 00 


A friend to missions by 

Messrs. P. B. Gleason, 

and Co. 5 00 
Mr. Samuel Whiting, of 

Ilartford, 1 00 
Severalladiesin Windsor =‘ 

by Mr. Strong, 5 57-—23 07 
From a sincere friend to the 

heathen, by the Rev. ET; Smith, 10 00 
27. From the Auxiliary For- 

cign Mission Society of Franklin 

County, by Jerom Ripley, Esq. 

the Treasurer, 200 60 
From Mr. Solomon Goodell, of 

Jamaica, (Ver.) by the Rev. Dr. 

Lyman, to the permanent fund, 

to be applied to the diffusion of a 

knowledge of the Holy Scriptures 

in the East, 198 00 
From the Rev. Elipha- 

iét Lyman, of Wovdstock, 

(Con.) by the Rev. Dr. Ly- 

maa towards the perma- 

nent fund, 40 00 


— owe 
eee 





Carvied forward $40 GOG766 v1 


Brought forward %50 GO'5766 Ob 
From Dea. Edward W:lk- 
er, of Wardsborough, 
( Ver.) for do. 2 00 
From Mrs. Prudence 


* Clark, of do. for do. i 00 


From a triend of mis: ions 
of do. for do. 50—-43 59 
31. From the Female Cent So- 
ciety in Mba remitted 
by Mrs Sara® Pilsbary, — the 
Treasurer, by the hand of Samuel 
Prentiss, Esq. (halt for missious 
and half for translations, ) 
From Miss Lucy Hale of Win- 
chendon, by the same haid, 1 00 
June 2. Fiom the Rev. Jona- 
than Cogswell and another sub- 
_ seriber to the Foreign Mission So- 
* ciety in Saco, 6 00 
From the Cent Society in Hard- 
wick, remitted by Mrs. Sarah 
Holt, 5 84 
From the Female Cent 
Seciety in Montpelier, 
Ver.) by the Rey. Chester 
Vright, 50 00 
Frotw an individual in 
Randolph, (Ver.) by the 
same hand, 1 00—5r 0& 
3. From the Female Heathen’s 
Friend Society in New Bedford, 
half to missions and half to trans- 


-_- 
<>) 
ape 


luiions, 30 45 
From a branch of the same So- 
eicty in Fair Haven, 16 0G 


From the Female Cent 
Secicty intlarford, (Peun.) 
by Str. Henry Hudson, 12 19 
From the Middlesex Aux- 
= ary Foreigu Mission So- 
wl, 20 O09 
From a friend of Foreigu 
Missions, 20 00—52 12 
From Mrs. Orange Osgood, by 
the Rev. Jonathan. Osgvuod, of 
Gardner, Mass. towards the trans- 


lations, 5 09 
4. From a Soctety in Cumming- 
ton, toward the translations, 92 00 


6. From Mr. Amasa Frissell, of 
Pera, Mass. by Johu Leland, jun. ~ 
Esq. 5 00 
7. From the Female Religious 
Society in Braintree, by the Rey. 


R.S. Storrs. 18 98 
From iid.viluals in Braintree, 
by the Rev. R.S. Storrs, 10 00 


18. From the sree Mission 
Society of Bath and the Vicinity by 
Mr. Jonathan Hyde, the Treas- 
urer 94 00 
22”, From a female friend of 
missions, by Mr. N. Lord, 1 00 





Carried ferward S1241 26 
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"Brought forward $1241 26 
From Miss E. M. of Goshen, 
Mass. by Mr. Horatio Bardwell, 5 00 
24. From Mr. Isaac Porter, of 
Westfield, Mass. by the Rev. 


Isaac Knapp, $3 00 
27. From a female friend of 
missions, by Mrs. Hardy, 5 00 


Krom the Foreign Mission Soci- 
ety of North Yarmouth and the 
Viemity, by the Hon. Ammi R. 
Mitchell, Esq. the ‘'reasurer, 60 00 
From the Aiding Foreigu Mis- 
sion Society in Plympton, by the 
Rev. Elijah Dexter, the Treas- 
urer, 16 97 
From the Plympton Branch of 
the Heathen’s Friead Society, by 
Mrs. Mary Dexter, the Treas- 
urer, 9 50 





$1,340 73 


N.B. The following letter was omitted 

last month. 
«Pf —. April, 1814. 
‘Dear Sir, 

I Transmit you the trifling sum of five 
dollars, in support of the Gospel of Christ, 
amorg the poor heathen of India. I would 
leave it at the diseretion of the Society, 
whether to devote it to the purpose of 
translating the Holy Scriptures, or of 
supporting faithful missionaries in the 
ends of the earth. 

“This is the first donation I have ever 
made for the promotion ofthe religion of 
Jesus, our dear Redeemer; but, with his 
blessing, I shall strive to bestow as much 
every quarter; confident thatin the times 
of revolution and peril, this is the only 
fund, where the stock of the Christian can 
be safely lodged. 

CuaRISTOPHILOS. 

The Treasurer of the Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions.” 


MEMOIRS OF MRS. NEWELL. 
TO THE PUBLIC. 


As there have been some mistaken re- 
ports, respecting the profits arising from 
the sale of Mrs. Newell’s Memoirs, it 
may not beimproper to make the follow- 
ing statement of facts. 

For the labor of preparing the Me- 
rnoirs for the press, the Compiler received, 
as the avails of the first edition, nearly ffiy 
dollars, beside what was sufficient to pay 
several small sums to several persons, 
who had assisted him as transeribers. 

Early in May, the Compiler commit- 
ted the work and whatever interest he 
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had in it, in trust, to the Rey. Dr. Morse, 
and Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. for the advan- 
tage of the Foreign Mission from Amer- 
ica; leaving it entirely to their diseretion, 
whether he ought to receive any thiug 
in addition or not. They decided, that & 
certain additional sum ought to be given, 
which would increase his compensation to 
one hundred dollars in the whole. ‘The 
Compiler has no peeuniary iaterest in the 
work, and never expects any profit from 
it, except what is stated above. 


OBITUARY. 


D1ep, in France, of his wounds, Gen. For- 
ESTIER, & prisouer to the allies. 

In Evgland, Maj. Gen. Sir Joun Dove- 
Las, the defender of Acre in Palestine. 

Also, Capt. Joun Srockuam, who com- 
manded the Thunderer, 74, in the battle 
of Trafalgar. 

In the state of New York, Lieut. Wet- 
LER, of U.S. army, shot by a recruit, 
whom he was attempting to compel to do 
his duty. 

At Portsmouth, N. H. the Hon. Jowna- 
THAN WARNER, aged 88, and his sister, 
Mrs. Sherburne, relict of Henry Sher 
burne, Esq. aged 95. 

At Burlington, Mass. Mrs. ABIGAIL 
Jones, relict of the Rev. T'homas Jones, 
formerly minister of that place, aged 94. 

At Boston, on the 13th ult. the Hon. 
RopertT Treat Patne, Esq. aged $4. 
He was one of the signers of the Declar- 
ation of Independence, had been a Judge 
of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massa- 
chusetts, and sustained many other im- 
portant offices. 

At Courtlandt, (N. Y.) the Hon. 
PitrrE Van CovurTianpt, aged 94. 
He had been a member of Congress, and 
Lieut. Governor of the state of New York. 

In London, the Rev. WiLt1aAm Perens, 
a member of the Royal Academy and a 
celebrated painter. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have on our files many articles, 
which ave necessarily deferred. We re- 
gret this necessity, particularly in regard 
to several obituary notices, and an account 
of the Benevolent Society in Yale Collece. 

The remaining part of the Jteport of the 
Trustees of the Massachusetts Missiona- 
ry Society will appear next month, We 
are compelled to divide this valuable doeu- 
ment much against our inclination. The 
pecuniary accounts of the Society will 
also be found in our next number 
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